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advertising pays the good advertiser, 

he can afford to pay for space, and the 
paper can then afford to more nearly meet your 
-reading-needs. Don’t you see how the habit 
of actual buying on your part from the adver- 
tisers in this paper will react in several ways 
to your advantage? The next step.is to do it! 











To a Country Church ‘ 
By Alexander Louis Fraser 


HERE thou dost stand, upon the choicest spot 
The scattered hamlet owns—a sacred plot, 

Defined long since, that noisy Traffic ne’er 
Across thy peace should cut her throughfare. 
Dear little place! Men leagues and leagues away 
Think of thy haunts of rest each Sabbath day. 
Thither they came, holding a mother’s hand, 
These twice ten years within the sinless land; 
And though they home in crowded cities now, 
And in the silence of great temples bow, 
Thou hast a place Affection’s shrine within 
No late-discovered rival e’er may win— 
Thou art a garden ’mid life’s winter snows, 
From which the rarest, sweetest fragrance blows. 


Meal Times with Christ 


Only hungry people really enjoy their food. . So 
hunger is a blessing,—if we can be fed. Christ pro- 
nounces a special blessing upon those that hunger 
and thirst, and he gives as the reason of this bless- 
ing that they shall be filled (Matt. 5:6). He is 
talking about hunger and thirst after righteousness ; 
and Christians know what. it is to sit down at a meal 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. An enthusiastic layman 
who has only lately come to know Jesus in His ful- 
ness writes to a friend that God is taking care of his 
secular work so wonderfully that he finds himself 
able to give more than three-quarters of his time to 
“Jesus only.”. Then he adds: “It is so precious that 
you and I have been to breakfast and then dinner 
with Jesus, and will soon sit down at supper with 
the Lamb.” The Christian’s first real breakfast 


comes when the awful fast of death, when he was 
dead in trespasses and sins, is broken by the power 
of the cross, as he believes on Jesus, and, being born 
again, passes from death into life. Perhaps his full 
enjoyment of the midday dinner meal comes when, 
either then or later, he sees that all things are his, 
for he is Christ’s, and Christ is God’s (1 Cor. 3: 21, 
23); and that he has “every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3), so life be- 
comes just a continual feast of good things. But 
something even better is coming. great supper has 
been prepared, and all believers are bidden to it. 
This supper, the marriage supper of Christ and his 
bride, the church, awaits the Lord’s coming for his 
church; and we know that however unspeakable have 
already been our joys in fellowship and communion 
with our Lord, the joys of that time will be such that 
we could not in our present flesh endure them. 


ya 
Kindness Not the Key to Heaven 


Surely the kind people of this earth will be 
saved! So human reasoning says. Many a sincere 
person is led to believe that “little deeds of kind- 
ness,” which do so much to make life what it ought 
to be to those around us, are of more importance 
than any creed. But God’s Word, which is more to 
be trusted/than the reasoning of any human heart, 
gives us the true answer.. It urges kindness as does 
no other book or teaching in the world; but it never 
says that kindness or acts of loving care will insure 
eternal lifés It says just the opposite: that eternal 
life will insure the doing of deeds of kindness. A 
striking example of this is the revolution that came, 
like a flash of lightning, into the life of a Roman 
jafor. One night, when about to commit suicide, 
he was halted on his way to hell by the word of two 
Christians, cried out to them in agony for the secret 
of salvation, and was truthfully told that creed, or 
belief,.was the only way (“Believe on the Lord 
feaus, and thou shalt be saved”). At once he be- 
ieyed on Jesus, and then what happened? Instantly 
he was born again by the supernatural work of the 
Holy Spirit, being’ given a new nature, even Christ 


himself as his kife. And “the same hour of the 
night” he treated those scourged and bleeding pris- 
oners as he had probably never treated a prisoner be- 
fore: he “washed their stripes,” then “brought them 
up into his house, and set food before them.” He 
did not do any of these acts of kindness in order to 
be saved; he did them because he was saved. God 
gives the reason and the root of it, in the concluding 
words of the remarkable incident, that the jailor did 
all this “having believed God.” 


ax 


Our Future 


One thing that is absolutely assured to the Chris- 
tian is his future. It is good to remember this when 
our future seems very dark, or bafflingly uncertain. 
It only seems dark; actually it is as light as Christ 
himself. For Christ is our future,—not merely in 
heaven, or at his coming, but, while we still await 
these assured events, now in this earthly lifetime, 
this autumn and winter; next week, or this afternoon. 

“Thou art-my future; I can only see 
In the near future, or more distant, Thee.” 


And because Christ has inviolably made himself our 
future, he has also made ourselves his future. This 
seems more wonderful still, that he not only identi- 
fies us with him, but identifies himself with us. 
“We are Thy future; Saviour, Thou art ours. 

Oh, wondrous grand perspective! how it lowers 

And bring us to the dust, and overpowers! 

We are Thy heritage? Oh, can it be? 

And Thou art ours? . Divine expectancy! ... 

We are Thy future! fruitage of Thy pain; 

Proof to far ages that ’twas not in vain.” 


What a death-knell to worry and anxiety it is to 
face these wonderful facts! Suppose we do have to 
“walk through the valley of the shadow of death”? 
We “will fear no evil”; for in the very presence of 
our enemies it is Christ himself who prepares the 
table before us, who anoints our head with oil, and 
who causes our cup to run over with the unmeasured, 
immeasurable riches of his bounty. Are we praising 
him for every step of the way,—and praising him be- 
cause he is the Way? 


“But There Was One” 


places are at the top. Great things for God are 

done by the few, not by the many. And the great 
prizes are landed by the one here.and the one there, 
not by the multitude. 

Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston, in a faith-enkindling 
message at the Cedar Lake Victorious Life Confer- 
ence, on the privilege and power of prayer, was tell- 
ing of the_wonderful things God wrought in India in 
the days of revival there. He spoke of Hyde, the 
“Apostle of prayer,” afound whom revival fires cen- 
tered. Hyde had been passing through a village, and 
the native in whose housé he stayed reported that 
“the Sahib who sleeps little and prays much” had been 
there. All knew who it was he referred to. “There 
was only ohe man in India who answered to that 
description,” said Dr. Johnston; “but there was one.” 

“But there was one.” That is the heartening word. 
And why may not I be thatsone? Is there one like 
Hyde in India to-day? Is there one in America? 
Too often our eyes.are upon the multitude, and our 
standards of expectation are measured accordingly. 
Let our expectation in these spiritual things be meas- 
ured rather by the one. For it is the one, not the 
many, who will display the faith that our Lord is 
pleased with. 

The joy of it is that in the service of the Lord 
these high places are open to all. It is, indeed, the 
one here and the one there. who reaches the high 
goal. But it is for every soldier of the Cross to say, 
“By the grace of God I will be that one.” 

Recently two Bible teachers were talking of this 
man Hyde of India and what he wrought through 
prayer, and one suggested that there seemed to be a 
special gift of intercession granted to certain be- 
lievers. “But,” he added, “it is not included in the 


| THE Christian life, as in business, the choice 


list of the ‘gifts.’” “May there not be significance in 
that?” the other asked. “Is not this gift open to 
every believer, without a special dispensation?” It 
is even so. It is open to all to be mighty men of 
prayer. Any obscure saint may become a great 
prayer-warrior. Indeed, in a real sense, it is only 
the “obscure” saint who is eligible. For this service 
is limited to God’s hidden ones. Whether the inter- 
cessor be in the public eye or not, his deepest, truest 
life must be that which is hidden deep down below 
all that men can see. If we would go to higher 
heights, we must know deeper depths. As we go 
farther on in Him we must also go farther out of 
sight. Yes, the great pray-ers are few. Why not be 
one of the few? They long to have their number 
increased. It is a goodly fellowship, <nd it is open 
to you. 

It was true in apostolic days, as to-day, that the 
notable prize-winners were the few. Even under the 
preaching, and in tle presence, of Paul, there were 
but few choice spirits who would go all the way 
with God. One of the saddest sentences in all the 
Epistles is that brief word of explanation which 
Paul gives when he tells the Philippians he has no 
man like-minded who will care truly for their state: 
“For they all seek their own, not the things of Jesus 
Christ. But his “all” is not to be understood in bald 
inclusiveness. There was Timothy; and there was 
Epaphroditus, who hazarded his life for the work of 
Christ. It is the second chapter of Philippians that 
contains the sad sentence describing those who should 
have been spiritual leaders, but who sought their 
own, not the things of Christ. And it is the third 
chapter that describes the man who counted all his 
gains to be loss, his richest possessions to be refuse, 
that he might gain Christ; the.man who suffered 
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the loss of all things, and who pressed on toward 
the goal unto the prize of the hig calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. ; 

And let us remember that this—Paul’s way—is 
normal Christianity. For in our days there’ is a 
heresy abroad in the land which points us to the 
experiences of the saints in all ages to establish the 
standard which God expects of us in the matter of 
holiness and spiritdal attainment. Our standard is 
not to be found in the experienee of “all the saints,” 
but in the experiences of such saints as the man de- 
scribed in the third chapter of Philippians. Not that 
there is anything in that chapter to the glory of the 
man, He simply writes himself as one who has gone 
all the way with God. The great pray-ers are limited 
to such Christians. 

“Know ye not that they that run in a race run all, 
but one receiveth the prize? Even so run, that ye wore 4 
obtain” (1 Cor. 9:24). That is to say, run as thoug 
there were only one prize to be had, and that you 
are going to win that prize. This is what: Paul was 
doing when he said he pressed on toward the prize 
of the high calling of God. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





Are You Having Victory To-day ? 
“ But let all those that take refuge in 





thee rejoice, 
Let them ever shout 
thou defendest 


for joy, because 
” (Pea. 5: 11). 


God has a high calling for you. There is a prize 
awaiting you. ill you enter into it? Will you 
count everything else to be loss (including the praise 
of men) that you may lay hold on that for which 
Christ laid hold on you? This speaks not of your 
salvation but of your prize. 

The multitude are not winning this prize. The 
multitude of Christians are not great prayer-war- 
riors. It is because the multitude are not willing to 
pay the price. Are you? 





Shall We Pray for the World's Conversion? 


What ought to be our prayer with regard to the con- 
version of the world? One has heard so much of “The 
world for Christ in this generation,” and the thought 
and prayer that the whole world shall be converted. 
Yet it always seems to me such a hopeless prayer, and 
I have often wondered whether we had any grounds 
for believing that such a prayer would be answered.— 
A Reader in Kent, England. 


It is God’s purpose to convert the world. God 
loved the world and he sent his Son to save the 
world. There will come a glad day when the world 
and they that are therein will be wholly Christ’s. It 
is right that every Christian should pray for the 
hastening of that day. 

But that glad day will not come in this generation 
nor in this age. Not even in the Kingdom reign of 
Christ, which we call the millennial age, will this 
complete conversion of the world take place. Each 
of these ages carries forward God’s great plan’ of 
redemption for the race. The central purpose of the 
present age is the calling out of an elect body called 
the Church. The Word of God distinctly reveals that 
the world will not, and cannot, be converted in this 
age. To pray that it may is, indeed, a hopeless prayer. 
Worse than that, it bars the way to effective praying 
that God’s real purposes in this age be carried out. 

“I pray not for the world,” our Lord said to the 
Father, “but for those whom thou hast given me” 
(John 17:9). Not that Jesus cared not for the 
world, but his way of blessing the world is through 
those whom the Father is giving him. When Paul 
went into a new city he did not pray for the conver- 
sion of all in the city. He never talked of “taking 
Athens, or Ephesus, or Rome, for Christ.” Paul was 
suffering persecution at Corinth, but he remained to 
evangelize it,'not convert it, because in a vision God 
said to him, “I have much people in this city” 
(Acts 18: 10). 

It confusés our praying and our service to mis- 
understand God’s plan of the ages, and to expect in 
one age a development which he in his wisdom has 
reserved for a future time. 


a“ 
When Testifying to Victory 
Should we not use the term “surrendered life” 


rather than “victorious life’? Jesus is the Victor; it 
is his victory; ours is the surrender. I hesitate to say 
to others that I am living the victorious life, as savor- 
ing a bit of boasting, but I gladly testify that I. am 
surrendering to the Master. It seems to me we would 
give others less opportunity to misunderstand if we 
use the term “surrendered life.”—An Indiana Reader. 


“But I still prefer to call it the ‘yielded life,’” said 
a Christian worker who was giving a testimony as to 
his changed views on the message of the Victorious 
Life, which he once definitely opposed. A friend who 
felt that this Christian had not yet gone all the way 
in understanding and receiving the Life of victory 
in Christ heard his testimony, and commented: “In 
other words, he would prefer to talk of his part in the 
matter of victory, rather than Christ’s part.” 

The yielding or surrender is our part: “yield your- 
selves unto God.” The victory is Christ’s super- 
natural work, as the Indiana reader has clearly stated. 
But many a Christian can testify to a surrendered 
life,—not consciously holding a thing back from 
Christ,—who yet does not have victory. 

“I will go with you as long as you teach the sur- 
rendered life. I believe in that to the very end,” 
said a Christian worker who objected to the teaching 
of the Victorious Life. The reason he objected to 


the term “Victorious Life” was not the reason the 
Indiana reader suggests, but because he did not have 
the experience of victory in his life. This suggests 
why. it is important to speak of the Victorious Life 
rather than the surrendered life. 

This does not mean, however, that our testimony 
should be put in the first person, or in any way that 
would suggest that we are “something,” when we are 
nothing. “I have y‘elded everything to Christ, and 
am trusting Him now for victory,” or “I am trusting 
Him now to meet all my needs,”—this is a testimony 
not to what we are doing but to what He is doing 
for us. Yet it is a testimony to the Victorious Life. 

Above all, let our testimony to victory in Christ 
be most of all the testimony, not of words, but of 
the daily life. One word of testimony will carry ten- 
fold weight if there is tenfold more living of vic- 
tory than speaking directly of it. But let us not 
neglect the words of testimony as well. 


Se” 
Doesn't Liquor Defile a Man? 


In view of -what we know of the evil effects of alcohol 
upon the physical and moral natures of man, how do 
you interpret Christ’s words to the multitude in Mat- 
thew 15: 11, “Not that which goeth into the mouth de- 
fileth a man: but that which cometh out of the mouth 
this defileth a man”? I am aware of his reply to Peter 
in verses 15-20, but it does not seem to me to meet this 
particular case.—An Ontario Reader. 


Our Lord was not considering the particular case 
this reader has in mind when he gave that answer to 
Peter. The Bible does teach in the most positive, 
emphatic way the sacredness of the human body, 
which God made to be the place of his Spirit’s in- 
dwelling. Paul rebuked the Corinthian church for 
failing to realize this fact, “Know ye not that ye 
are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you? If any man destroyeth the temple 
of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of 


‘true of the 





The Editor asked the Publisher, 
the other day, how many pages he 
should make the 1919 Prospectus 
of The Sunday School Times. The 
Publisher told him to make it what- 
ever size was needed to tell about 
the new features, And the Editor 
smiled, and answered that the Pub- 
lisher did not know what he was 
saying! Why, they would fill a 
book—the plans for the good things 
already scheduled for the coming 
year in this family paper of yours. 
And paper is scarce! So that 
Prospectus will be of modest size— 
but not the plans. The 1919 Sun- 
day School Times will be the rich- 
est paper its readers have ever had. 
Watch for the announcements week 
by week in these columns. 




















God is holy, and such are ye” (1 Cor. 3: 
Defilement of the body so displeases God that he will 
destroy it, and this ion may begin 
very result of this defilement. Paul taught 
same thing when he said, ¥: er a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap. drunkenness, and reap 
an ulcerated s ; Sow cigarettes, and reap “the 
tobacco heart”; sow impurity, and reap unspeakable 
diseases, which not only blast the body but may be 
transmitted to posterity. : o 
d yet in the answer given by our Lord to Peter 
is not the case of a drunkard met? For, after all, 
the only way a drunkard can vel “clean up” is. pie 
for to give him a new heart. e same thing is ee 
rmand, or the “dope fiend,” or the : 
cigarette smoker. It is the sinful heart, inherited — 
from Adam when he fell, that makes a man drink, 
or overeat, or take poison in the shape of the ciga- 
rette or any other narcotic, or live an impure life. 
Jeremiah knew it in Old Testament times, and said, 
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desper- 
ately wicked: who can know it?” In the very 
passage from which this reader is quoting, Jesus gave 
that terrible list of sin and crime that proceed from 
the heart. It is entirely possible-for a drunkard to 
“swear off,” sign the pledge, and by sheer will-power 
reform and live a clean life for many years, even 
for a whole lifetime; but he can never regener- 
ated until he is created again in Christ Jesus. 
“Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new 
creature [margin, “creation”]: the old things are 
passed away; behold, they are become new” (2 Cor. 
5:17). This is a great mystery, but it is vital. How 
we should pray, with David, “Create in-me a clean 
heart, O God”! ‘ 
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The Christian and the Theater iad 
Would you kindly give me, through your Notes on | a 
Open Letters column, a few good reasons why a Chris- +. 


tian should not go to theaters or moving-picture shows. 
I am firmly convinced myself that it is wrong, but 
yet have no real good argument to back up my convic- 
tion. I have a chum who contends that there is noth- 
ing wrong in going to see a good play, and who is not 
wholly convinced that picture shows and theaters are 
wrong. He is a Christian, and we have had several 
friendly arguments over this thing. If you would kindly 
give me some advice along this line, it would be very 
much appreciated.—A Canadian reader who signs him- 
self “A Two-Year-Old.” 


If it is good for a Christian to go to the theater 
it means that he is glorifying God in doing it. For 
whatsoever a Christian does he is to do all to the 
glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31). 

Some Christians do not hesitate to say that they 
can go to the theater to the glory of God. If one 
takes that stand he must be prepared to defend acting 
as a profession that may glorify God. For the Chris- 
tian who supports the theater, whether to the extent 
of a dollar a year or a thousand dollars, is a partner 
in making possible the profession of acting. But the 
modern play, which is a dramatic presentation of life 
as it is, makes it necessary that almost every actor 
should act out the passions of sin. It rarely occurs 
that a play is staged, whether a “good” play or an evil 
one, which does not have sin at its heart. The more 
perfectly the actor can simulate the emotions of sin 
the more successful is he in his profession. Now 
this cannot -be done to the glory of God. Sin is that 
abominable thing which God hates, and nothing that 
is tainted with sin can glorify God. But, it may be 
urged, the Church is tainted with sin, as are all other 
good things that we support. Sin in the Church is an 
enemy to its welfare, an intruder that is to be gotten 
rid of. In the case of the theater the dramatic presen- 
tation of sin in all its forms is necessary to the ex- 
istence of the institution. For a Christian to say that 
this can glorify God by showing the evil consequences 
of sin is nearly equivalent to suggesting that our 
Lord could act out the emotions of sin as part of His 
plan of destroying sin and freeing men from its 
bondage. 

The dramatic instinct is not in itself wrong, but it 
is this necessary complicity with sin that makes the 
modern theater an institution distinctly of the world, 
the flesh, and the devil. And a Christian does not 
need to understand this root principle that makes the 
theater wrong to know that out from the institution 
there flow untold streams of evil. This should set- 
tle the question for one who. is Christ’s. The very 
passage that tells us to do ali things to the glory of 
God is followed by these words: “Give no occasion 
of stumbling, either to Jews, or to Greeks, or to the 
church of God: even as I please all men in all things,_ 
not seeking my own profit, but the profit of the many, 
that they may be saved. Be,ve imitators of me, even 
as I also am of Christ” (1 Cor. 10: 32, 33; 11:1). 

A third principle by which the question can be’ set- 
tled is to ask, not:“What harm is there in it?” but, 
“How much good can I do by following this course?” 

It is not wise to “argue” about these questions with 
unbelievers nor with border-line Christians. Our 
effort should be rather to strive for the positive by 
seeking to have the Christian filled with the Spirit and 
then the love for the things of the world will drop 
away. 
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Was My University Pagan? | 


‘ When one professor spoke of the “ abominable 


doctrine of the fall of man” 


WERE a little group of students belonging 
to a famous old literary society of one o 
our American universities. The routine busi- 

ness of the evening had been cleared away quickly, 
for that night we were to have a special treat in the 
form of an informal, to heart conference with 
one of the popular professors in the English depart- 
‘ment of the college. It was my first experience in a 
meeting of this sort, but I had met this rather un- 
usual man in the class-room and was eager to know 
just what it was that made the personal discussions 
so fascinating. The outstanding mark of the man 
was his startling reversals of ordinary methods in 
ba ag _— in thinking. _ : : ; 
“In my five years’ experience in college teaching 

* I have not come across more than half a dozen men 

who had first-rate minds,” was one of his first re- 

marks. He went on to give the characteristics of a 

first-rate mind, primary among which must be the 

quality of questioning everything. - 

“A man with a first-rate mind when he enters 
coli will be ready to say, ‘There is no God.’ Prob- 
ably before finishing his course he will be ted to re- 
verse this opinion and come to the conclusion that 
there is a God.” 

Later in the conversation he said with unexpected 
fierceness (ordinarily he spoke in a slow, mystic tone 
that had in it just a little trace of the theatrical), 
“The greatest bar to human progress in knowledge 
up to our day has been that unspeakable, abominable 
doctrine of the Christian Church, the fall of man.” 


Abandoning Inspiration 
A number of young men seemed to be hanging on 


his words and drinking in these ideas as from a 
master in philosophy. One of the men asked him 


about the inspiration of the Bible, and the bearing . 


of that on the things he was saying. 

His reply came in a tone of authoritative finality, 
and yet as an answer that was so obvious that the 
question was not worth very Serious consideration: 

The idea of the Bible as an inspired Book was defi- 
nitely abandoned by all intelligent men fifty years 
ago.” 

The professor did not intend to have the discussion 
center around religion, for that after all was a smaller 
department of human thought and life; but inevitably 
_ the questions of the young men brought the topic 
back to a man’s relation toward God and the problem 
of his present conduct. There were things said and 
things intimated in that room that would not bear 
publication. Yet I took comfort in the fact that this 
man was after all one of the younger “radical” pro- 
fessors, and that he was hardly typical of the spirit 
of the university. For had I not heard just a few 
weeks before from the head of that very depart- 
ment of English, a man ranked among the first 
English scholars of the world, that we had every 
reason to believe that the Bible was inspired? Yet 
somehow that evening I did not find courage to quote 
this other professor, nor to protest against the tear- 
ing to pieces of the things upon which I was attempt- 
ing to build my life. 

I had come to my university after several years 
in business, with the purpose of preparing for the 
Gospel ministry. I was more mature than most of 
the students, and went well fortified, as I thought, 
against the theories of the destructive critics of the 
Bible, with my eyes open to the real unbelief of cer- 
tain of the college professors. A younger friend had 
entered college with the intention of going into the 
ministry and then to the mission field. I heard from 
him and others that a number of the professors 
whom I did not have were continually making amused 
remarks over the old idea of regarding the Bible as 
Ged’s inspired Word.. It was made very clear in 
these class-rooms that “all intelligent men had aban- 
doned such ideas.” These Christian boys wanted to 
be “intelligent,” and they felt their miouths closed 
against any attempt to defend the Bible. 

But, I reasoned, every one regards these. men as 
radical on everything else as well as on religion. 
There were splendid Christian men in the faculty, 
who, I felt, would have no sympathy with such views. 
There was a Young Men’s Christian Association with 
its chapel services, addressed by members of the 
faculty, and a number of Bible groups, some of 
which were taught by the university professors. The 
largest and most popular of these Bible groups was 
led by the man who was reckoned the most active 
leader of the Christian forces, a teacher who had no 
sympathy with these outspoken opponents of Chris- 
tianity in the college. I was a little disappointed at 
the first meeting of this Bible group because so much 
time was taken up with a keen discussion of the sub- 
tleties of philosophy, though he used these reason- 
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ings to make some strong points against objections 
to Christianity. 

In discussing the effect gf the physical on the 
spiritual he told of one of his own experiences. 
When, at a Student Conference, he was greatly bur- 
dened and was under real conviction of spiritual need 
his impulse was to go into the prayer room and pra 
it through, as others were doing. But instead he too 
a boat and went for a row for several miles, came 
back tingling all over with new life and with his 
spiritual problems entirely solved. Had he gone into 
the prayer room and struggled there over his prob- 
lem, he might have had the same result, he said, 
through. the perspiration engendered by the physical 
exertion. I was grieved at this, but rather puzzled 
to know just how far wrong he was, because he did 
reverently speak of real Christian experience. 

At the next meeting of this Bible-class one of the 
men asked, “What made the difference between the 
death of Socrates and the death of Christ?” Here, 
I thought, is a fine opportunity for us to get at the 
essentials of Christianity. The teacher talked for 
about ten minutes, showing in how many respects the 
death of these two great men was similar, how alike 
was their sacrificial spirit. The outstanding differ- 
ence was that Jesus died as a young man, while 
Socrates was an old man of seventy, with none of 
the fires and passions of youth. Not a word was 
said as to atonement through the death of Christ, 
nor one word of His resurrection as distinguishing 
that death from the death of Socrates. I was so 
amazed that before I could recover myself suffi- 
ciently to ask him further questions on the topic, 
the subject passed to other things. Is this, I asked 
myself, what is to be expected from the man who 
is counted the leading Bible teacher in the Christian 
Association ? i 

There was one young leader in the Christian Asso- 
ciation who was a great comfort to me. He was a 
recent graduate, had captured many college honors, 
was’ popular with the men, and was looking forward 





This is only the beginning of this univer- 
sity graduate’s narration of what he has 
seen and heard of our American institu- 
tions of learning in the past decade. Four 
more articles from his trenchant pen will 
give enough facts to settle the question, 
for honest Christian readers, ‘‘Are Our 
Universities Pagan ?’’ 











to the ministry. Meantime he took the active super- 
vision of the student activities in the Association. I 
unburdened to him one day my horror at some of the 
things I had heard the professor say, quoting as an 
illustration the mention of “the abominable doctrine 
of the fall of man.” This young graduate had becn 
the most prominent leader in that literary society 
where we had the religious discussion spoken of at 
the beginning of this article. “Yes,” he answered, 
“he certainly goes pretty far in some of his state- 
ments. But I think that was only his emphatic way 
of combating the narrow ideas some folks have on the 
subject. There is no doubt about the fact of sin in 
our lives, but it is a taint from our animal ancestors. 
I think that is what he was trying to make clear.” I 
loved and admired this student leader, and particu- 
larly liked the frank and bold way that he declared 


, 


his faith before the other students, and sought to 
bring them to the Christian standpoint. So 1 was 
somewhat startled at this defense of one of the most 
outspoken infidels in the college. 

My college studies and outside activities had kept 
me from entering very definitely into the Christian 
Association work, but one evening I attended a 
monthly supper and meeting of the Christian organi- 
zation. Some of the leaders of the city Y. M. C. A. 
were present, and were seeking for volunteers from 
the college to help in their social service work. .One 
of these workers was a friend of mine whom I knew 
as an earnest Christian. As we were talking together 
one of the young men prominent in the university 
social service joined us and spoke of his willingness 
to undertake this work. But he told the Y. M. C. A. 


‘ secretary that he wanted to have nothing to do with 


the work if ideas of “converting people” had to be 
lugged into it. The secretary assured him that this 
would not be permitted, and that the idea first was 
to teach the people English. Undoubtedly his thought 
was that this would be an approach by which after- 
ward they wight bring them some Bible messages. 
But this college man, active in Christian Association 
work though he was, I knew as one that definitely 
rejected all the fundamentals of the Christian faith. 
I hoped that most of the social service workers were 
men of real Christian foundation, though in all my 
observation of the work I could find no serious in- 
tention or expectation of converting anybody. 

I have been giving some of the impressions that 
remained with me from that first year’s experiences 
in college. These separate incidents are not offered 
here as proofs of what is the religious tone of our 
great universities. It yet remains to be considered 
whether they are merely accidental or a faithful ex- 
pression of ‘the fundamental religious spirit of our 
universities. But before attempting a thoughtful ap- 
praisal of the forces that underlie the religious con- 
dition of our universities, I am presenting a very 
informal sketch of the personal experiences through 
which I was led to a study of the question from a 
rather different angle from that of most observers 
and critics. 


Losing My Own Message in That Atmosphere 


At the end of the first year in my university I be- 
gan asking myself what I was going to preach when 

became a minister. This question at times startled 
me, as I remembered the assurance I had had when 
I entered the college that none of the criticism could 
shake my belief. still held steadfast indeed to be- 
lief in Christ as the Son ot God, but a thousand 
doubts and questions were flying about in my mind 
and heart. It was not the bold denials of the Chris- 
tian faith and the inspiration of the Bible that had 
influenced me. Such attacks I took pleasure in com- 
bating in my own mind. Yet the subtle influence of 
the unbelief everywhere in the air made itself felt. 
I would go into the library, pick up one of the cur- 
rent religious periodicals, and find in every article 
the same spirit of unrest and question and discussion 
and restatement. I was not greatly troubled by the 
good-humored but cynical refererices in a Latin class- 
room to the Old Testament fables as being identical 
with the Greek and Roman mythology. But when I 
sat under my brilliant philosophy teacher, who never 
gave in the class-room any of his personal views on 
religion, but presented the subject objectively, there 


‘ were sown in my mind deep fundamental questions 


about the truth of some of the things I had held 
essential. < 

Deeper than some of these intellectual questions 
was the truth forcing itself home upon me that the 
Christianity in my life was not influencing the other 
students. I seemed not to have a message for them, 
though I could argue vigorously for the truth of 
Christianity. I was not having victory over sin. 
There was a great hunger for something to happen 
that would make my faith a dynamic power. The 
summer after my year at college I learned that this 
was exactly what Jesus Christ wanted to do for me. 
I learned for the first time in all my years of listen- 
ing to sermons that I could have as a free gift from 
God, not only victory over sin, but the meeting of 
all these other things that were pressing so hard 
upon me. The. simple conditions were to surrender 
and to believe. 

When I really got down before God and told him 
I wanted to surrender, a voice said to me that I had 
better first settle those questions and doubts about 
the Bible. Another voice said, “If this is to be a real 
surrender, you had better just surrender your in- 
tellect and quit trying to think those things through.” 
I did just that thing, and I thought at the time how 
ridiculous would that be to my college friends, to sur- 
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render the only thing that on ont count upon to 
solve life’s problems. But I had a vision that day 
of my little “peanut of a brain” trying to unravel the 
mysteries that could only be known by revelation from 
God. It seemed not hard to acknowledge to God 
that the conclusions of that brain amounted to noth- 
ing. Yet during that first year at college, as I con- 
sidered the many problems connected with the “re- 
statement of religious views for our modern age,” 
there had flashed across my mind a thought that I 
should not have dared to intimate to any one. 1 had 
decided that the orthodox church was wrong on some 
points, though right on the essential things such as 
the ‘deity of Christ; some one was needed to get 
down to the truth in the matter and do away with 
the uncertainty and questioning, and one day it oc- 
curred to me that if it took ten years to do it I was 
the one to go through all the literature on the sub- 
ject and get the church straight on these matters! 
tt did not seem to daunt me that hundreds of trained 
scholars with brillant intellects had spent long life- 
times trying to do that very thing, with the result 
_that there were as many different solutions as there 
were individual scholars working on the subject. On 
that seg day when I surrendered my intellect, count- 
ing that aad all other things loss for the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord, I learned that there was a 
far better and quicker way of arriving at the Truth, 
albeit a way that left no room for pride of intellect 
or any other pride except the boasting in the grace 
of the Cross. 

I shall not go into details as to this crisis experi- 
ence in my life; it is mentioned here only to show its 
relation to my university experience and the years 
that followed. After that surrender and the accept- 
ance from God by faith of His full provision in 
Christ for all my needs I looked ny gob forward to 
getting back to college. For now I could face the 
unbelief with a new understanding of spiritual real- 
ities; and more than that, I had a message, vital and 
real, a message of certainty. 


[In his next article, to appear in an early issue, 
the writer tells of his second year at college, with 
its now utterly new experiences, because a flood 
of new light from the living Christ was thrown 
on all that he saw and heard. Then came an 
unexpected intermission of five years; then col. 
lege life again, with richer opportunity to under- 
stand its meaning.] 
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Each of the sixty-six books of t 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times. 





Haggai 
Prophet of the Restoration. Builder’s Book 
Key-word: Build 


Key-text: “Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, 
and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, 
and I will be glorified, saith the Lord” (1 : 8). 


Outline: 

Chapter 1. Admonitory. 

Chapter 2. Hortatory. 

It is the first voice after the captivity (500 B.C.). 
Haggai is sent to call the people to the restoration of 
the dismantled temple. He is one of the first of tie 

oodly company of church builders who ever help 
orward the work of the Lord. Build! Build! is his 


cry. 

His name means festive, and the man who under- 
takes the building of a church leads always a festival 
procession: it should be a work of praise and joy. 

Yet it is not an easy task. The people late re- 
turned from captivity, and bui ling “ceiled hous s” 
for their wives and children, were na: rally reluctant 
to assume new burdens. Some one must stir up their 
languid piety and devotion; some one not readily re- 
= Such a man was Haggai, prophet of the 

ord. 

‘But Haggai had some noble helpers. There was 
Darius, the king, whom, like Cyrus before him, God 
had raised up from the outside, to stimulate the ¢a- 
terprise. There, a little later, were Ezra and Nehe- 
miah to push the work along. And just now at his 
side were Zerubbabel, the pious governor of the city, 
and Joshua the High Priest, and, best of all, his com- 
panion prophet Zechariah, painting glorious pictures 
of the future. 

Undertake great things for God: you will not be 
alone. 

The admonition is “Consider your ways” (twice re- 
peated, i. e., be reasonable. Give God at least that 
which is as good as what you give yourselves. 
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And the exhortation is, “Be strong” (thrice re- 
ted), “yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the 
rd; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the 

high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, 
saith the Lord, and work: for I am with you, saith 
the Lord of hosts” (2:4). 


Marginal Notes _ 

Ezra, in his narrative, looks back on these events 
of the Restoration; Zechariah looks forward from 
them ; Haggai looks around about upon them. 

In the chronology of the R storation Zerubbabel 
comes first, following Cyrus’ decree of return, 536 
B. C., starting at once upon the temple. Checked b 
the adversaries of Judah for sixteen years, the wor 
is resumed under Haggai Zechariah, 520 B. C., 
and: finished by Zerubbabel i: the sixth year of 
Darius, 515 B. C. Ezra came later, in 457 B. C., to 
perfect the temple service, and Nehemiah, still later, 
in 440 B. C., to complete the walls of the city. 

Two things are glorious while we wait for the final 
glory: a heart full of praise; a church full of people. 


OCTOBER 5, 1918. 


There is a parable of creation in the genesis of a 
sermon. At first it is “without form, and void* 
Then the Spirit of God moves upon it, and lo, # 
lives! Now you can preach it, not before. ‘ 

Build for God. Dr. George C. Lorimer used te 
Say every man should leave behind him 
that lasts: builded for God! 


Marked Texts 


“Because of mine house that is waste, and ye rus 
every man unto his own house” (1: 9). Which shall 
be first—yours or God’s? The test of piety. 

“So my spirit remajneth among you: fear ye not™ 
(2: 5). But when that spirit is removed, ihen we 
may fear. 
~ “And I will shake all nations, and the desire of 

all nations shall come” (2:7). ~.— 

“The glory of this latter house shall be greater than 
oF the ae nel saith the png 4 = ~— in -_ 
ce wi give peace” (2:9). ory an e 
They arrive together at last. oy te 

Oxser.in, Ox10. 





Marooned Off Siberia—with a Book 


When survivors of the Stefansson 
marked time on Wrangell Island 








EN the ice-crushed Karluk sank into an 

Arctic grave,—a Victrola in her galley all the 

while playing Chopin’s Funeral March as a 
requiem,—the gallant crew she had borne into the 
frozen wildernéss stood upon the ice and_ sadly 
watched her disappear. She had gone into the icy 
North as the flagship of the ill-fated Stefansson ex- 
pedition. 

Every. book in her well-stocked library went down 
with her. Not a scrap of reading matter was saved 
except Fred Maurer’s Bible, and a small volume which 
Captain Robert A. Bartlett habitually carried with 
him. Fred Maurer is the only American survivor 
of the expedition, and this Bible had been given to 
him by his mother on the day when he had been con- 
firmed, at his home in New Philadelphia, Ohio. 

The disaster occurred in the depth of the Arctic 
night, late in the afternoon of January I1, 1914. 
There was sufficient light, however, to enable the 
shipwrecked men to note every detail of the tragedy 
and to establish themselves in comfortable quarters, 
prepared beforehand, on the ice. 

Wrangell Island, the first piece of solid earth upon 
which they could put their feet, lay seventy-five miles 
away. They remained a month where they were 
camped on the drifting ice before undertaking this 
perilous journey. While in these temporary quarters, 
Fred Maurer made a water-proof cover for his Bible, 
which he determined to take with him on the almost 
impossible journey, although a strict rule had been 
made not to carry an ounce of unnecessary weight. 

Over the seemingly limitless field of hummocky ice 
the Bible went along with him and his companions. 
Often they faced dangerous open “leads” and once a 
mammoth ice-barrier, nearly a hundred feet high, 
opposed its huge ramparts in their way, and through 
it they were forced to cut with picks and axes a three- 
mile passage. 

Between Wrangell Island, when it had at last been 
safely attained, and the northeastern coast of Siberia 
lay one hundred miles of trackless, drifting ice, 
dangerously , interspersed with treacherous open 
“Meads.” Captain Bartlett determined. to make for 
the coast, where he might reach some point in the 
outskirts of civilization and there apprise the world 
of the wreck of the Karluk, and the plight of the 
survivors of the expedition. 

Before leaving he divided equally among the men 
left on Wrangell Island the supply of: provisions 
which had been taken with them from the Karluk. 














Sake Ss — ca _~ ba ae Sn " ~ - - 
If you had been marooned half a year in the Arctic, wouldn't 


the siren of this rescue ship, the King and Winge, 
have been music in your ears? . 






By Harriette M. Collins 





Then taking with him only one Eskimo, he set out 
on March 17, 1914, on what has been described as 
“the most hazardous trip ever undertaken by an ex- 
plorer of the North.” In collaboration with Ralph 
T. Hale, Captain Bartlett has written the history of 
his part in the Stefansson Expedition, under the title 
of “The Last Voyage of the Karluk” (Small, May- 
nard and Company, Boston, $2.50 net). The thrill. 
ing \ eatery of his rescue efforts are there set 
orth. 

Month by month rolled slowly away, and the nine 
marooned men were suffering untold privation in the 
appalling silence and utter desolation of Wrangell 
Island. The only source of comfort and inspiration 
available to them was Fred Maurer’s Bible. 

Thrown back upon God for help, Mr. Maurer de- 
clares that in the awful period of cold, hunger, bodily 
sickness, and the more intolerable heart-sickness that 
comes from hope deferred, they read and searched 
the Scriptures, and found real comfort in its precious 
promises. 

The three wooden crosses. which they erected over 
the graves of Malloch, Mamen, ‘and Breddy, their 
companions who died, reminded them daily of a fate 
which might be in store for them. 

The men had every confidence in Captain Bartlett, 
but they realized that ‘his journey to the mainland 
was -unusually perilous, and was undertaken as a 
forlorn hope; when July, the month he had appointed 
for his return, passed away, they came to the conclu- 
sion that he must have perished on the way. Then 
the long days of August began to unfold. 

They could only cling to the Bible, and as they did 
so they agreed among themselves that he who first 
sighted. the longed-for relief vessel. should be re- 
warded with the gift of a Bible. 

Their ammunition was now nearly exhausted. No 
food remained save some putrid fox-meat. This was 
the situation when, on the night of September 6, the 
famished and despairing men sought temporary for- 
pee gare in sleep. But one of the promises in the 

ook which they were reading was to be literally 
fulfilled to them ere the hours of that night rolled 
away—“joy cometh in the morning.” 

bout six o’clock Fred Maurer was startled out 
of sleep by an unusual noise. He sat up, rubbed his 
eyes and strained his ears to listen. A strange, shrill 
sound was piercing the appalling quiet of the Arctic 
solitude. It was unmistakable—that sound! But 
was this a dream? Could it be true? That noise was 
reminiscent of the toil and turmoil, the rush and roar 
of civilization—it was the shrill, penetrating blast of 
a steam whistle! 

Dazed, scarcely daring to believe, he crawled out 
of the tent on hands and knees. There, a quarter of 
a mile away, was a ship, and she was flying the Ameri- 
can flag! Never did the Stars and Stripes appear so 
transcendently beautiful! 

Fred Maurer won his Bible by a narrow margin. 
While he stood, fascinated, gazing at the good ship 
King and Winge, his friend John Munro emerged 
from the tent and stood by his side. He, too, had 
been awakened by-the far-reaching call of the ship’s 
siren. In a delirium of joy, the two men aroused 
their comrades with pathetically weak shouts of, 
“The ship is here! The ship is here!” and then stag- 
gered feebly down the beach to welcome the rescu- 
ing party. 

When civilization was reached, his comrades, true 
to their promise, presented Mr. Maurer with a Bible, 
bearing on the fly-leaf the following inscription: 


“To Fred Maurer, in grateful remembrance of 
his friendship and comradeship on the Canadian 
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Arctic a 1913-1914! John Munro, Exqui- 


mault, B. C.” 
Mr. Maurer has ‘to new dangers in the service 


 ef-his country in the world war, but he preserves as 
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‘When Lucy Brown Put her Boys in her Bible 


Are you using any of these methods of Sunday-school Evangelism 
; to win your pupils to Christ ? 
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precious relics his two Bibles, one from his mother 
and the other from his comrades of the Stefansson 
xpedition. 
New PHILADELPHIA, OHIO. 


«“ What is the best experience you have known of in soul-winning in the Sunday- 
Srenee ft Se Naas arene, ree ee” coat ok ber “tha edit Waheed These to 


more than five hundred 


-schools in the United States. Some of the answers 

revealed most helpful “stories” of soul- 

questionnaire a series of practical articles on 
which will be published in the next few weeks. And 


. And here they are! From this 
y-school m has been 
Alice Miriam 


eee ae Oe Sey ae ee ee ee Billy Sunday campaigns, has 
written an i neg See: Oe Dat, eae ee oe this 


series 


is a well-worn teachers’ Bible. Lucy Brown was 
. @ a teacher of real, wide-awake boys in the Sunday- 
school. There were sixteen of them, ranging from 
fifteen to eighteen years of age. ’ ; 

. They were not vicious but. were certainly mis- 
chievous, and made things hot for classes near them 
during the opening ‘services of the school session. 
They had a separate room for the iesson, and it was 
well for them and others that they did. 

_ Seeing that class perform there and knowing what 
they did later will keep me from losing faith in any 
class of boys if they have the kind of teacher Miss 
Brown was. ‘ 

But I was speaking of her Bible. Whenever the 
pastor preached a sermon that was especially helpful 
to her the text was carefully marked and commented 
on. Precious passages are underscored. The boys’ 
names, ages, and items of interest about them are 
. there. Several were members of the church, but 
more than half were not. 

As I read I find items like this: “My boys were 
all out to-day—a red-letter day. ... My boys met.here 
for a social. . ... My boys met with the pastor for a 
. talk over Matthew, and we had prayer. Twelve were 
there. .. . Two of my boys took-part in the concert.” 
~ “Miss Brown became sick and knew she had only a 
few months to live. Her greatest desire was to see 
all her boys accept her Saviour. She prayed for 
them, visited them; and had them visit her—this visit- 
ing is a mighty weapon of influence for a true 
teacher. One night some of the boys had promised to 
attend prayer-meeting. They were together playing 
cards when the church bell rang. Suddenly one of 
them said: “Let’s go to the meeting.” They went 
and the Holy Spirit used the pastor’s message to 
convict two or three of them, and they asked for 
prayers. The next week others followed, and nearly 
all in the class not Christians became disciples of 
Christ. A revival followed and fifty-eight were 
brought into the church from the school. 

On Easter Sunday Lucy Brown came into the 
church, for the last time, to see her loved boys bap- 
tized.’ To-day “her boys” are leaders in that church 
or others. Three have become superintendents; four, 
teachers; two, deacons; church clerk, church treas- 
urer and trustee; one is an honored physician; two 
are bankers; four are in business. Several have died. 
All living are thanking God for a faithful, conse- 
crated, tactful teacher—Clarence B. Mitchell, Brad- 
ford, Mass. ‘ 


Showing the Power ‘of the Interview 


MY‘ BEST experience was with a class of fifteen- 
and sixteen-year-old boys. By personal inter- 
views on the street and by visiting the homes all 
were won in six months,—more than a dozen of them. 

They were city boys of the middle class, about 
half of them from non-Christian homes, and there 
were probably six or seven of them to begin with. 
They constituted class No. 15 in the Sunday-school. 

First, we organized a club, and called it the “XV 
Club.” . Its activities were largely social. Our first 
“function” consisted of a social evening with a class 
of girls of about the same age ds our guests. The 
boys were detailed as escorts with military rigor and 
precision. This led to other social events, and the 
class began to grow until it had a membership of 
over twenty. unday-school attendance was com- 
pulsory as a condition of membership. 

After about six months of teaching I became anx- 
ious to see some spiritual results, but could not de- 
tect any, and complained to the superintendent about 
it, suggesting a change of teachers, but was advised 
to continue. In sheer desperation I drew up a short 
form of decision for Christ, and providentially the 
first boy whom I meant to win as the most likely 
prospect came in sight as I was walking, one day 
up a crowded city street. He signed without any 


eS a é | AM TO-NIGHT reading Lucy Brown’s Bible. It 








hesitation. Five more were won during that weck, 
all by private interview. In continuing the cam- 
paign it was found desirable to call at the homes of 
some of the boys. To my surprise I found that in 
many cases the boys had talked with their. fathers 
and mothers, without my knowledge, about the very 
step which I was anxious to have them take. In 
less than six months they were practically all won. 
Two of the boys became civil engineers, one in 
America and one now in Europe; one became a 
United States attorney of one of our mountain 
states; several completed courses in our state school 
of mines; two went to Culver Military Academy; 
and one or two went to our state agricultural col- 
lege. With the exception of two or three whom I 
lost track of, I can vouch for the fact that they all 
made good in their chosen vocations. Surely, it was 
worth while—O. A. Erdman, Denver, Col. 


”. 
The Superintendent as Scout Master 


IVE years ago there was no organization for 

boys, and they were not desired around the 
church between the ages of twelve and eighteen, when 
they were without control of parents and without 
self-control. The Boy Scout plan has given the su- 
perintendent opportunity as Scout Master to camp 
with the boys and get their co-operation in the Sun- 
day-school. Almost all the forty boys are members 
of the church. In five years the fourteen-year-old 
‘has grown to a noble-looking nineteen-year-old in the 
church, and is taking responsible positions therein:— 
J. D. Roberts, Jr., Meriden, Conn. 


we 
How Catherine Solved a Problem 


OME two or three years ago it was called to the 
attention of the superintendent of our Home De- 
partment that a destitute family had moved into our 
ecity and that they were very much in need of help. 
She visited them at once and found the family con- 
sisted of a drinking father, a mother, and three chil- 
dren. The house was destitute in the extreme, liter- 
ally without a single identical thing of any kind, not 
even a chair or a crumb. of food, only the few scant 
garments covering their bodies. 

Our superintendent took up the matter at once, and 
before night supplied them with a housekeeping outfit 
which, though limited, ful lled necessary require- 
ments fairly well. 

The children consisted of a boy, he being the 
oldest, an invalid girl next in age, and a younger girl 
whom for the purpose of identification we will call 
Catherine. 

The interest of our sup. intendent did not cease 
when the household goods were delivered, but she 
saw that the girls were invited to Sunday-school and 
furnished with suitable clothes to wear. After they 
had attended a few Sundays she missed the invalid 
girl, and upon a certain Saturday evening called to 
ascertain the reason and learned that she did not 
care for Sunday-school. Inquiry regarding Cather- 
ine brought the information that she w s in the 
kitchen. Our superintendent proceeded to interview 
her. Upon entering the kitchen she quickly noticed 
that in her equipment she had forgotten to include a 
washtub, for at the sink stood Catherine washing. 
She had taken such an interest in the Sunday-school 
that she was determined to attend, and in clean attire, 
for with a paper stopper she had closed the sink spout, 
and filling it with water was washing her only clothes 
so that they might dry over night, she being robed in 
her nightdress, her only change, while doing it. 

Shortly Catherine found Christ in our school, to 
the joy of her soul and the great delight of our 
Home Department superintendent, who was also her 
Sunday-school teacher, and the one who led her to 
Him. She was a great blessing and help to our 


school while she remained in the city. Several 
months ago the family moved to another city. 

The following extracts from a letter recently re- 
ceived by the superintendent of the Sunday-school 
show that she is still faithful and makes us feel this 
to be one of the best experiences we have known 
in soul-winning in our school: 

“T mean to go all the way with my blessed Saviour. 
He has done so much for me. I also have a little 
sister in heaven and I want to meet her. 

I wish you would pray for papa and mamma. I 
would like to see them saved. 

“Is our old Sunday-school large now? I hope so, 
and I also hope every boy and girl will become 
a worker for Christ. That is my desire."—C. E. 
Woodward, Augusta, Me. 


The One Hour Sundays Not Enough 


LOVED the fifteen teen-age girls in my class, and 

I believe that no teacher can win girls to Christ 
without loving them. ‘ 

At the very beginning of my teaching experience, 
I learned that one cannot be a successful Sunday- 
school teacher by giving to the work only the re- 
quired hour on Sunday. I visited every girl in her 
home from time to time, knew her people and her 
environment. 

Our class was organized, and we took as our name 
“Altruria.” We endeavored to live up to the name 
by visiting the sick, distributing flowers, etc. 

During the summer we would often take our 
lunches and spend the evening in some grove where 
we would play games and sing. In the winter, for 
similar occasions, I often had them meet at my home. 
At all these social gatherings I always managed tc 
find some time during the evening to talk over with 
them the work of the class. 

During all this time I prayed daily for my girls 
that God wodald bring them to himself, and he did. 
On one occasion three of them were baptized. 
If I remember correctly all of them were bap- 
tized at some time or other while I had the class. 

As regards my own preparation, I read a number 
of books and papers on Sunday-school work, among 
the most helptat of which was The Sunday School 
Times. I also took a teacher-training course. I be- 
lieve that one who is to be of any real service in this 
kind of work must have some good. systematic train- 
ing. —Mrs. J. Hunter Howard, Baker, Ore. 


4 
Where We Found a Teen-Age Boy Leader 


HEN our teen-age boy leader left us to serve his 

country in the Aviation Corps, we felt his loss 
very keenly. He will be hard to replace, as young 
men of his type are scarce at the present time. 

He was one of the leading athletes in the High 
School, in fact. In our city we have a Sunday- 
school Athletic Association, and through the influ- 
ence of some of the boys of our Gundev-schoot he 
became acquainted with us, and represented our 
school in one of our field meets, winning that day 
the four hundred and forty yard, half mile, and mile 
run, which made it very creditable for our school. 

As a result of his success that day, the boys were 
anxious to have him become a member of our school. 
However, at that time he was not interested in Sun- 
day-school and church, but was interested in moving 
pictures, and’spent his evenings as an usher in movie 
theaters. We prevailed upon him, however, to dis- 
continue this work, especially on the Sabbath day; 
and as a result of a series of meetings which we 
held shortly after, he became inferested and united 
with the church. Upon doing so, we at once made 
him leader of the teen-age boys. His personality 
and able leadership, and the fact that he was an all- 
round athlete, made him the right sort of leader for 
our boys. 

He grew in Christian character and began to love 
Ss things he orice hated, and hate the things he once 
oved. 

Too much cannot be said of him and the work 
which he accomplished with the young boys in our 
school. We feel that our loss has been our country’s 
gain, and we trust that he will manifest the same 
spirit and develop into the same leader among his 
comrades in the service of his country as he did in 
the leadership of our boys. 

It is a glowing example of what can be accom- 
plished by a young man when he is given a vision.— 
Phil Stremmel, Granite City, Ill. 


Being a Missionary at Home First 


ee best experience I have ever had in soul- 
winning was in the class of boys led by my 
younger brother. Boys from thirteen to seventeen of 
all classes have by his personal efforts, private con- 
versations, and prayer, been won for Christ. It is 
no uncommon thing to have converts from his class. 
He expects to be a foreign missionary, but believes 
in being a missionary to the boys he loves.—A. F. 
Bittner, Portland, Ore. 
(Continued on page 5512) 
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LESSON 3. OCTOBER 20. ABRAHAM GIVING ISAAC TO GOD 


‘Genesis 22: 1-14 


Golden Text.—I will give him unto Jehovah all the days of his life.—1 Sam. 1: 11 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


FEW days ago a Pennsylvania mother, accord- 
A ing to the Philadel hia North American, re- 

ceived a postcard from the battlefield of the 
Marne, telling her of the death of her boy, an Ameri- 
can sergeant. With it came a message from a 
lieutenant, “Tell the mother that I know where her 
boy is buried.” And later came a message from the 
boy himself to his mother, paving om his wounds 
were not serious! The card had been picked up on 
the battlefield near the body of a slain soldier, and 
it had been mistakenly supposed that it was her boy 
who was killed. Can we imagine the overpowering 
joy of that sorrowing Pennsylvania mother when she 
learned that her boy was alive,—raised from the 
dead, as it were, when she thought that she had given 
him up forever in this life? 


Our Background Material 


Review the eight great covenants of the Bible, as - 


given in last week’s Background Material: Edenic 
(Gen. 1:28); Adamic (Gen. 3:15); l’oahic (Gen. 
9:1); Abrahamic (Gen, 12: I- ‘ Mosaic (Exod. 19: 
25); Palestinian (Deut. 30:3); Davidic (2 Sam. 7: 


16); New (Heb. 8:8) 


ell the class that the great Abrahamic Cove- 
nant was confirmed by Jehovah at the close of to- 


‘day’s lesson incident (vs. 15-18). 


emind the class of the marvelous way in which 
General Allenby’s army is (at this writing) sweeping 
through Palestine in his apparently complete conquest 
of that land; and that these victories are preliminary 
steps, under God, for the return of Abraham’s chil- 
dren after the flesh, in unbelief, to the land which 
God covenanted to give Abraham and his seed. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Abraham’s spiritual experience, it has been pointed 
out, “was marked by four great crises, each of which 
involved the surrender of something naturally most 
dear: 

“(1) Country and kindred (Gen. 12:1. Cf. Matt. 
10: 34-390; 2 Cor. 6: 14-18). (2) His nephew, Lot, 
especially dear to’ Abraham by nature, as a pos 
sible heir and as a fellow-believer (2 Pet. 2:7, 8; 
Gen. 13:1-18). The completeness of Abraham’s 
separation from one who, though a believer, was a 
‘vessel unto dishonour,’ is shown by Gen. 15: 1-3. 
Cf. 2 Tim. 2:20, 21; Acts 15: 36-40. (3) His own 
plan about Ishmael (Gen. 17:17, 18. Cf. 1 Chron. 
13: 1-14; 15:1, 2). (4) Isaac, ‘thy son, thine only 
son Isaac, whom thou lovest’ (Gen. 22: 1-19. Cf. Heb. 
13349, 38).” 

Ask the class how Abraham had 1 en prepared by 
his previous life experiences for this supreme test in 
the offering of Isaac; then give the point brought 
out by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2). 

Carefully guard against any such mistaken teaching 
(often given in connection with this incident) as that 
Abraham ignorantly and mistakenly supposed that 
God wanted him to offer Isaac for a burnt-offering. 
God’s Word plainly declared that God asked him to 
do this. The Bible is the Holy Spirit’s own infalli- 
ble, perfect record of what God has done and what 
men have done. After calling the attention of the 
class to this common misunderstanding about the in- 
cident, read aloud with quiet impressiveness the 
record of just what did occur, in verses 1, 2. There 
is no mistaking where Abraham got the “idea” of 
offering Isaac, or what God said to Abraham. 

What does it mean when we are told that God 
“did tempt” Abraham? (v. 1.) The Revision gives 
us the answer: “prove.” ‘To tempt means to test. 
Have the class discuss the difference between God’s 
tempting or testing of men, and Satan’s; then give 
the principle brought out by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(I, 3), and Mr. Ridgway (1). 

Did Abraham agonize over God’s command? Dr. 
Griffith Thomas comments on this. Certainly there 
is no word of it in the inspired record. What must 
Abraham have thonght? Let the class discuss this. 
Bring out the fact of the promises God had made to 
Abraham concerning his only son Isaac: first, that 
Abraham and Sarah should have this son, when that 
was humanly impossible (Gen. 17: 15-19) ; again, that 
God would establish his covenant with Isaac “for 
an everlasting covenant for his seed after him” 
(17:19; 21:12). So Abraham had God’s inviolable 
word that Isaac should grow up and be a father of 
children. 


Rhone! . ig Toadies Ges. 15 :1-6 : 18 : o-15; 21: 1-12 
d I : -35:3-6: 38: 79% t I-22. 
“SS Masi Ge nia 


Primary Memory Verse: As ye would that men should 
do 79% do ye also to them likewise.—Luke 6 : 31. 
emory Verses ; x Cor. 13: 4, 5. 
: to God. 


Topic: Giving Best 
A itional’ Material : Matt. 10 : 397-39. 


Additional i Ha 1 Cone att. <= 34°39 32 
im, 3: 14, 15. 











1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did 
prove Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham; and he said, 
Here am I. 2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only 
son, whom thou lovest, even Isaac, and get thee into the 
land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt-offering 
upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 3 And 
Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and 
took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; 
and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up, 
and went unto the place of which God had told him. 4 On 
the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place 
afar off. s And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide 
ye here with the ass, and I and the lad will go yonder; and 
we will worship, and come again to you. 6 And Abraham 
took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it upon Isaac 
his son; and he took in his hand the fire and the knife; and 
they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac spake unto 
Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, 
Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold, the fire and the 
wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering? 8 And 
Abraham said, will 1 provide himself the lamb for a 
burnt-offering, my son: so they went both of them together. 

9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; 
and Abraham built the altar there, and laid the wood in 
order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar, 
upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, 
and took the knife to slay his son. 11 And the angel of 
Jehovah called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, 
Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 12 And he said, Lay not 
thy hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him; 
for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son, from me. 13 And Abra- 
ham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, behind him 
a ram caught in the thicket by his horns: and Abraham 
went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt- 
offering in the stead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the 
name of that place * Jehovah-ji- ‘1: as it is said to this day, 
In the mount of Jehovah *it shall be provided. 


1 Heb. see for himself. * That is, Jehovah will see, or 
provide. *Or, he shall be seen 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 


. 








And Abraham believed God. Is not that the reason 
why Abraham could enter upon this strange, seem- 
ingly cruel test in quietness of heart? Did he not 
believe that God would, if Isaac’s life was to be 
taken, raise Isaac from the dead? Have the class 
read aloud Romans 4:3, 16-25; also the resurrection 
passage in Hebrews 11:17-19. Abraham believed 
God concerning Isaac before the boy’s birth, when 
it was a human impossibility; and he believed God 
{it practically amounted to that) after the boy’s 
death. That is real faith, That enabled Abraham to 
“rejoice in the Lord always” (Phil. 4:4); and to be 
anxious in nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving to let ‘s requests be 
made known unto God (Phil. 4:6). That is why 
the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
guarded Abraham’s heart and thoughts in Christ 
Jesus (Phil. 4: 10). 

What was Isaac’s attitude toward the whole matter 
of this test and offering? The record says little; 
but it says nothing of any holding back or resistance. 
The young man’s possible knowledge, in advance, of 
what was asked by God, is discussed by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 5). There is a tradition as to Isaac’s 
zeal for the glory of God in this sacrifice, given by 
Dr. Mackie (2). May we not believe that Isaac was 
supernaturally enabled to trust and obey, in the spirit 
of his father? 

And Isaac is one of the great Old Testament types 
of Christ. How this incident is a type, or prophecy- 
picture, of Calvary is shown by Dr. Scofield in this 
issue. 

It is a wonderful lesson on “full surrender.” 
Abraham had “surrendered all.” He had undoubtedly 
done so before this test came; that is why he was so 
ready for the test when it did come. He had been 
making no reservations in his mind as to what he 
would and would not give up should God ask him,— 
he had already given God all. That is the only kind 
of surrender that is surrender. 

Note the seven steps that Abraham took or would 
have taken, in his abandonment to the will of God: 
He came to the place which God had told him of. 

He built the altar there. 
He laid the wood in order. 
He bound Isaac his son. 
He laid him on the altar. 
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6. He stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay 
his son. . 


7. He would have taken the next step, unto death; but 
God prevented. 


There is a fine teaching on full surrender given by 
Mr. Howard in “From the Platform”; note also the 
Lesson Hymns; “I Surrender All” might well be read 
aloud in class. The blessing of complete surrender 
to God is well brought out by Mrs. Askew in her 
closing paragraph. ¢ 


The Truth that Is Golden 


God’s testing or proving of a child of his is never 
cruel, never too severe, even though it may seem so. 
Never an ounce too much of burden does God lay, or 
permit to be laid, upon any one of his children. God 
the Creator and Father and Saviour knows exactly 
how much ¢ach child can endure for that child’s own 
richest blessing. “There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as man can bear: but God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able; but will with the temptation make also the 
way of escape, that ye may be able to endure it” 
(1 Cor. 10:13). That is why we can do what we are 
told to do in James 1:2. 

If a father had a boy who was crippled, and he 
knew that by putting the crippled limb to a certain 
test, which would be severe, and which would hurt; 
that boy could be made strong and well and able to 
walk without deformity or pain, would the father 
be cruel by putting his loved child to that test? Or 
would he be cruel if, because the child might possi- 
bly misunderstand him, he let the child continue 
throughout life a suffering, deformed cripple? 

The cruelty is not in God’s proving and testing; 
it would be in God’s holding back from any provin 
and testing that he knows will bless us if we wil 
trust him. 

Teaching Points 

As to the site of Moriah (Dr. Griffith Thomas, 
I, 4; Dr. Mackie, 1). 

When Abraham’s hand was raised to strike the 
death-blow at his son, his only son, a loving God 
stood by to prevent this. When, nineteen centuries 
later, the hand of God the Father was raised to strike 
the death-blow at the sin of the world gathered to- 
gether in the body of his Son, his only Son, there was 
no one to stay his hand. The blow had to fall; and 
Jesus died. That was the supremest sacrifice of time 
and eternity. : 

Abraham’s word to the young men (v. 5) was no 
evasion, no “white lie,” no bluff; it was spoken in 
sacred truthfulness and faith. For Abraham be- 
lieved God. 

What becomes of our fears when we really trust 
God? (Round Table, 1.) 

‘Jehovah-jireh” (v. 14) is a good life-motto for 
every Christian. We can live “in the mount of 
Jehovah” all the time if we simply abide in Christ. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


What did Abraham mean by saying (v. 8), “God 
will provide himself the lamb for a burnt-offering, 
my son”? 

Why did God not allow Abraham to go on to the 
uttermost, siay Isaac, and then have Isaac brought 
back from the dead? 

What did the ram (v. 13) represent? 

If Abraham expected a death and a resurrection, 
was he disappointed when the miracle was not 
worked? 

Why did God put Abraham and Isaac to this test? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


* Isaac and Rebekah (Gen. 24). 


It would have been more convenient for Isaac to 
take a wife from among the people with whom he 
was living; but the more convenient way is often not 
the best way. Those who are willing to go to any 
lengths in order to have God’s best, will, if they 
trust him, have it. Here is'a wonderful story of 
God’s honoring of this plan for his child Isaac. 

Why did not Abraham wish Isaac to have a 
Canaanite wife? 

Why was the servant’s test for the choice of the 
damsel a reasonable one? 


Of what New Testament fact is Isaac’s taking a 
wife a remarkable type? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON. FOR OCT. 20 (Gen. 22: 1-14) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—After Lot’s escape from 
Isaac was born and Ishmael was sent away (21: 1- 
21). Then Abraham made a treaty with Abimelech 
(21: 22-34) and lived at Beersheba for a long time 
(21:34). This chapter gives the account of the 
crowning event of his life. (1) 


Time.—Dr. Beecher s sts about 1 B.c. 
The Companion Bible says about 1871 or 1863 B. C. 

Books for Study.—“An American Commentary on 
the Old Testament” has 2 volume’ on Genesis, by 
Goodspeed and Welton (American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society, Philadelphia, $2) ; a volume on Genesis 
in the “Pulpit Commentary,” by Whitelaw (Funk 
and Mii ees Company, New York City, $2) ; “Stud- 
ies in the Book of Genesis,” by Pratt (American 
Tract Society, New York City, 75 cents) ; the present 
writer’s Devotional Commentary on Genesis, in three 
volumes (Fleming H. Revell Company, New York 
City, each volame, $1) ; _peaeranes for the Mornin 

atch,” by C. G. Trumbull (The Sunday Schoo 
Times Company, $1) ; “A Dictionary of the Bible,” in 
one volume, edited by John D. Davis (Westminster 
Press, op ay eg $2.50). Books of biography: 
“Abraham,” by F. B. Meyer (Revell, 60 cents) ; “The 
World of Faith and the veryday World,” by Funcke 
(Methodist Book Concern, New York City, $1.50) ; 
“Abraham, the Friend of God,” by Oswald Dykes. 


lL. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The Training (v. 1). The phrase, “after these 
things,” may perhaps be regarded as summing up 
everything in Abraham’s life. First came his former 
circumstances until the time of Hagar (chaps. 12 to 
15). Then the events leading up to Hagar’s dis- 
missal (chaps. 16 to 21), and in particular the deep- 
ened view of God experienced. while he was quietly 
— in Beersheba (21: 33, 34). In chapter 14 we 
read of “God Most High”; in 17:1, “God Almighty,” 
and in 21: 33, “Jehovah, the Everlasting God.” Mean- 
while, Isaac was growing and all was at peace, and 
everything was preparing for the supreme. test. Like 


_ a river which is placid and smooth before it plunges 


over a precipice, Abraham was being prepared for 
the trial. He did not know what was awaiting him, 
but God knew and was strengthening him to meet the 
need. (2) : 

The Test (vs. 1, 2). It is very important to dis- 
tinguish God’s action from that of Satan in regard 
to testing. Satan tempts us to bring out the evil 
(Jas. 1: 12-15); God tests or proves us to bring out 
the good. The divine purpose was intended to lead 
Abraham to a higher experience, just as gold is tried 
in the fire to bring out its real value and prepare it 
for higher use. The strength of the testing is seen 
in the description of his son (v. 2). Every point re- 
minds Abraham of the dearest possession of his life. 
It was really a great privilege for Abraham to be 
tested, for “whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” 
(Heb. 12:6). No such testing came to Lot, because 
it was Sodom that tempted him. He was too far off 
from God to permit of God putting him to any*test. 
The force of the temptation is also seen, because we 
are usually tested where we are most likely to fall. (3) 

Moriah is only mentioned once again (2 Chron. 3: 1) 
where the reference is to one of the mountains on 
which Jerusalem is situated.. The journey from Beer- 
sheba to Jerusalem would take about seventeen hours, 
and some think that the Jerusalem mountain cannot 
be intended in this chapter. But the tradition that 
this was the spot is at least as old as Josephus in the 
time of Christ, and there is-a remarkable spiritual 
appropriateness in view of Calvary. There is, there- 
fore, no valid reason for rejecting it. (4) 


The Trial (vs. 3-10). The alacrity of Abraham’s 
response is most striking and is a prominent feature 
of the story. Not a word is recorded of his silent 
agony, which some writers are fond of depicting, and 
no hint is given about Sarah’s feelings. This ab- 
sence of reluctance and hesitation is impressive. 
Abraham “made haste, and delayed not to keep God’s 
commandment” (Psa. 119:60; Gal. 1:16). On the 
third day he came in sight of the place, and from 
his words to the young men (v.5) it is clear that he 
fully expected Isaac to come back with him. The 
conversation between the father and the son is at 
once natural and noteworthy. The part of Isaac is 
a subject of great interest. He was at least twenty- 
five years old, if not more, at this time, and probably 
as they neared the place Abraham told his son what 
God had commanded, and also what he himself ex- 
pected as the result of that command. There is no 
idea in Abraham’s mind that he is doing wrong in 
sacrificing his son (see below under “Graded 
Topics”), and from the divine aspect it must be re- 
membered that God who knew the end from the be- 
ginning never meant Isaac to be sacrificed. What 
he wanted was not Isaac’s life, but Abraham’s loy- 
alty. In regard to Isaac the record is quite silent as 
to any “proof” or “test” of any one but Abraham. (5) 
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The Triumph (vs. 11-14). At the right moment 
God interposed (Psa. 107: 27, 28), because he saw that 
his servant was prepared to give God his best through 
faith. Abraham not only learns of God’s inte 
sition, but that his word, “God will provide,” is also 
literally fulfilled in the ram. 

The Testimony (vs. 15-19). Again the voice from 
heaven was heard, acknow ing what Abraham had 
done and renewing the promises by a specially solemn 
oath. This expression, “by myself have I sworn,” 
is only found very rane in Scripture (Isa. 45:23; 
Jer. 22:5; 49:13; Heb. 6:13, 14). 

Devotional Reading.—Luke 14: 25-35. Christ’s 
solemn statement of the conditions of discipleship, 
two in number: (1) clear consideration (vs. 28-31) ; 
(2) complete consecration (vs. 26, 27, 33). 

Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Genesis 15: 1-6; 18: 9-15; 21: I-12. 

1. Genesis 15: 1-6. The Covenant. A very impor- 
tant point in Abraham’s life, following immediately 
after the rescue of Lot, and showing the divine com- 
pensation in contrast with the entire absence of re- 
ward after victory. 

2. Genesis 18:9-15. The divine assurance about 
the birth of Isaac. Both Sarah and he had made a 
sad mistake tn regard to Hagar and Ishmael, and this 
was God’s revelation of his own purpose and plan. 

3. Genesis 21: 1-12. The fulfilment of God’s prom- 
ise in the birth of the long-expected son. This in- 
volved the sending forth of Hagar and Ishmael. God 
interposed amid strife and sorrow, overruling his 
children’s mistake, and seeing and doing the very best 
that was possible for them. The removal of Ishmael 
was really the taking away of the cause of possible 
failure in regard to Isaac, for Ishmael’s presence in 
the home would doubtless have been an ever-increas- 
ing difficulty. Ishmael had arrived, or would soon 
arrive, ata stage in his life where he would need 
room to grow and a change would, therefore, be good 
for him as well. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate Topic: Giving Our Best to God. 
(Additional Material: Matt. 10: 37-39). The burnt- 
offering in the Jewish religion (Lev. 1) meant entire 
consecration, the gift of everything to God, and this 
was what God meant by asking Abraham to offer 
Isaac, It was to put Isaac wholly at God’s disposal. 
This burnt-offering is referred to in Romans 12:1, 
where the Christian is expected to yield himself en- 
tirely and wholly:to God as a “living sacrifice.” This 
is the essential meaning of “giving our best to God” 
(Matt. 10: 37-39), and we may think of it as ex- 
pressed in (1) surrender, and (2) service. God asks 
from us a complete yielding of ourselves to him to be 
placed at-his disposal and to be used by him as he 
wills (Rom, 6:13). 

2. Senior and Adult Topic: The Higher Concep- 
tion of Sacrifice. (Additional Material: 1 Sam. 1: 9- 
28 ; Matt. 10: 34-39; 2 Tim. 3:14, 15). It is striking 
that there is no hint of any shock to Abraham’s con- 
science in this command, because he was quite fa- 
miliar with the practise of human sacrifices in the 
Canaanites around him. Yet, as we know, God, who 
knew the end from the beginning, never meant Isaac 
to be killed. To-day it would outrage conscience, but 
at that time no natural feeling was shocked. God 
met Abraham on his own level, and yet desired to be 
perfectly sure of his servant’s loyal obedience. The 
devotion of the soul in the sacrifice of the body was 
desired, thus separating between the false and the 
true in relation to human sacrifice. 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Simplicity of Faith. Abraham took God at 
his word, and faith is nothing more, as it is nothing 
less, than this. God speaks and man believes. This 
is the meaning of the phrase “implicit trust,” a faith 
that relies upon God without having his reasons “un- 
folded.” : 

2. The Strength of Faith. ‘There is an entire ab- 
sence of any suggestion of Abraham’s emotion. He 
had received certain promises about his son, and was 
certain that these would be fulfilled, and his faith 
showed its strength in his, expectation that Isaac 
would return with him (v. 5). At that moment he 
evidently believed that God intended him to slay his 
son, and yet he was sure that God would there and 
then raise him from the dead aud send him back 
alive. This was a magnificent faith, because there 
never had been any’ resurrection up to that time, and 
so Abraham had no previous example to encourage 
his faith (Heb. 11: 19). 

3. The Source of Faith. The foundation of this 
confidence was Abraham’s conviction that God existed 
(Heb. 11:6), and was able to do even this (Heb. 11: 
17-19). God was so real to Abraham and his prom- 
ises so certain that he at once drew the conclusion 
that God’s power could and would accomplish the 
great result of resurrection. 

4. The Secret of Faith. The explanation of* Abra- 
ham’s readinéss is found in the phrase which occurs 
twice: “Here am I” (vs. 1, 11). Abraham lived in 
such close fellowship with God that he learned the 
character of the One with whem he was in covenant, 
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and therefore did not stagger thro unbelief (Rom, 
¢ : 20). bio is always the result 7 abiding in 
sa. 50:7). 


V. Leading Questions 

What is the force of the phrase, “after these things” 
(v. 1), in relation to what follows? 

How may we distinguish between “testing” and 
“tempting” 

Pa do the words of Abraham (v. 5) clearly im- 
ply 

Why was this an instance of remarkable faith? 

Is there any force in the repetition of Abraham’s 
name in verse 11? Compare other instances of this 
double use. 

In what sense was Isaac a type of Christ? In 
what sense was he not a type? 

How does this divine message of assurance to 
Abraham compare with the previous ones? 


Wyc irre CoLLece, Toronto. 
, we 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. ' 


VV BATEVER unfolds a future thing in the pur- 
pose of God is prophecy. Usually the method 
is that of direct statement, but sometimes the future 
thing is told picture-wise. An event, a ceremonial, is 
charged with the prophetic message. And so many 
of these prophetic pictures are existent in the Old 
Testament, especially in the Pentateuch, that they 
are wisely and rightly a study in themselves and we’ 
call them types. That itself is a picture-word, for a 
“type” exactly conforms to the letter which it 
makes. But we need to remember that because we 
call these Old Testament persons, happenings, cere- 
monials, “types” we do not thereby rob them of their 
prophetic character. All the types are prophecies, and 
they derive their unique interest from that fact; for 
when the prediction has been fulfilled we may,—nay, 
we must,—go back to the type for the divinely pro- 
vided illustration and explanation of it. Our Lord 
spoke in plain words to Nicodemus of himself to be 
crucified that humanity might have an object of faith, 
but he sent Nicodemus back to a type, the brazen 
serpent, as an illustration of his words (John 3:14; 
Num. 21: 5-9). 

And our lesson is one of the greatest of these Old 
Testament prophecy-pictures, for it speaks of a 
father offering up his son; of that son a willing and 
yielded offering; of substitution in the provision of 
another sacrifice (v. 13); and so of life instead of 
death. But this lesson not only points forward to an- 
other Son, “given” through love that believing sin- 
ners might be saved, but also illustrates a greatly im- 
portant truth concerning these picture prophecies 
which we call types, viz., that the fulfilment is always 
greater than the type. For more than thirty types 
center upon the cross, and each explains but an 
aspect of it. 


Douciaston, Lone Istanp, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The X Brand.—God did tempt Abraham (v. 1, 
A. V.). The other day our mills here were called 
upon to make a special extra good steel, either nickel, 
vanadium, or tungsten,—I’ have forgotten which, 
They made it, and no steel manufactured in the valley 
ever had such hard testing. Why? Simply because 
they found it so good they wanted to bring out its 
great qualities of strength, ductility, and uniformity. 
Abraham was all kinds of good tough steel all in one. 
God said to himself no doubt, “Go to now, I have 
had no good human stuff for so long I will prove 
me this new product I have brought up from. Ur of 
the Chaldees.” And he did. And it stood. Always 
remember this: God “tempts” to bring out good 
qualities, Satan “tempts” to bring out the bad. 
There seem to be men who are never “tempted” by 
either God or Devil. There are materials that are 
never tested. They are so poor they are not worth it. 
Down at Megargee’s paper mill they only sort rags 
and test paper. At our shop we never put “scrap” in 
the testing machine. But the stuff we make from 
the scrap is tested according to the service. A whole 
lot of men are nothing but “rags” and “junk.” They 
have to be worked all over before they will be hon- 
ored by being sent up to the testing laboratory. Our 
God is the most careful “Steel Master” in the world. 
He wants to turn out only the highest grade of metal. 
Goods which he can stamp with the (Mal. 3:3; 
Zech. 13:9; Matt. 4:1). (1) 


What God Wants.—Take now thy son, thine only 
son (v. 2). Did you ever have a suit you had worn 
and worn so long you would have shed no tears if 
some one had stolen it? They were packing a box 
for a home missionary in the West and you gave the 
suit? The first thing I ever read of Bob Burdette’s 
was in the Hawkeye. It was an imaginary letter from 















a missionary supposed to receive such a 
donation. He said they were wing the 
coat for a looking-glass and had the 
pants hung by the fireplace to keep the 
tongs in! God does not want our cast- 
off clothes or our worn-out affections. 
God wants a man’s most precious thing. 
He wanted that only child of Abraham 
because it was the one thing right next 
to Abraham. He wants the one thing 
next to you. What is it? I think I may 
have told you about the time I was 
called upon to go over the securities of 
a very rich man. I smacked my lips and 
said, “Gee, I wish they were mine!” 
Said the rich man, “Will, you have 
something I will gladly pay you all this 
and more, too, for.” “It is yours, what 
is it?” I asked. “Your Yourn,” the old 
gentleman solemnly replied. God wants 
your “teachable twenties” that he may 
train you, your “tireless thirties” that 
he may use you, your “fiery forties” that 
he ‘may promote you, your “forcible 
fifties” that he may crown you (Psa. 
71:5, 17; 1 Sam. 16:13). 


Our Testing.—God will provide him- 
- the lamb (v. 8). Provide; pro= 
before + videre =to see, to see ahead. 
Certain things are not provided in your 
little life because you do not see ahead. 
God is the greatest provider because he 
is the greatest Seer Ahead. His dealing 
with Abraham is a fine sample of his 

aciou$ dealing with all his children. 

o one knows whether Abraham was 
convinced that Isaac must be killed, or 
whether he felt assured God was to 

‘show another. way in the end. Every 
fellow who has ever been in business 
with a father, or some other man who 
loved him, has been put up against 
things that tested both faith in and love 
for “the guv-nor.” An. old German 


friend of mine once tested out his son. | 
“I vants to see vot my poy Fritz vould 
ai 


do ef I was det,” he explained to me. 
Many a father so tests his son, many a 


boss so tests his secretary—and always | 


provides a lamb. When I was a bo 

there used to be “a piece” that was al- 
ways gotten off Friday afternoons in the 
little red schoolhouse. If the reader it 
was called “Casabianca,” and the first 
line was, “The boy stood on the burn- 
ing deck.” He was not “eating peanuts 
by the peck,” but obeying his father with 
an Abrahamic kind of obedience, as you 
will find if you will examine the lines 
of Mrs. Hemans’ fine little poem. An 

the Abrahamic belief in. a lamb-provid- 
ing God is the secret of climbing the 
mountain side to the altar of sacrifice 
of our dearest hopes (Job 13:15; 1 Pet. 
1: 18, 19). 


Faith and Heart.—And the angel of 
Jehovah called unto him out of heaven, 
and said, Abraham, Abraham (v. 11). 
The God who provides never acts a 
second too late. The angel was there 
all the time to arrest the stroke because 
Abraham was right in the middle of the 
camp (Psa. 34:7). Heaven is very close 
to us when we are doing God’s will. 
John the Baptist, Paul, and hundreds of 
religious leaders since have heard heav- 
enly voices guiding, counseling, arrest- 
ing, encouraging, commending. * Even to 
this day the secret of the success of 
more than one Captain of Achievement 
will be found to have been the angelic 
call of “Abraham, Abraham,” even 
thou it may have been pronounced 
“Saul, Saul,” “Augustine, Augustine,” 
“Assissi, Assissi,” “Luther, uther,” 
“Moody, Moody,” -yea, even “Smith, 
Smith,” and “You, You”! I have an 
‘ idea that those folks who serve the 
Lord and love his appearing and are car- 
rying their very precious up to the 
mount of sacrifice are close to the heav- 
enlies where the angels are on watch 
and ward. 


CoaATESVILLE, Pa. 


You would like to give your scholars 
something to do in connection with the 
lesson? Do you want to enough to buy 
a book that would open up a world of 
interest to you and to them?  Little- 
field's “Hand Work in the Sunday- 
School” shows what to do and how to 
do tt. It is published by The Sunday 
School Times Company at $1.00. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
hool Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
wo dollars for the best one each week, 


Fig 


Jumping Through a Stone Wall.— 
And he said, Take now thy son, thine 
only son, whom thou lovest, even Isaac, 
and get thee into the land of Moriah; 
and ager him there for a barit-e erie 

v. 2). A negro preacher once said, 
“Bredren, whateber de good God tell 
me to do, dat I’m gwine to do. If I 
see dat I must jump troo a stone wall, 
I’m gwine to jump at it. Going troo it 
belongs to God; jumpin’ at it ‘longs to 
me.”—From. “Thoughts From my Bibie,” 
by D. L. Moody. Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. ' 


How a Soldier Caught the Idea.— 
And Abraham ... went unto the place 
of which God had told him (v. 3). One 
had been trying to instruct a dying 
officer in what faith was. At last he 
caught the idea, and he said, “I could 
not understand it before, but I see it 
now. It is just this—I surrender, I 
surrender to Jesus.”"—From Spurgeon’s 
Sermons. Sent by W..G. Irving, West- 
mount, Can. 

How He Trusted.—And Abraham 
said, God will pee (v. 8). I once 
heard a story of a minister who said he 
had heard so much talk about trusting 





God to provide support in hard times 
that he thought he would try it for him- 
self. So as he was about to attend a 


| certain convention he decided he would 
| go and trust God for his board while 
| there. He went, but on returning was 
| heard to say: “If I had not taken along 
| enough money to pay my board, I don’t 
| know what I would have done.”—Sent 
| by H. C. Mullen, Grand Manan, N. B., 
| Can. 

Hia Prayer for Rain.—And Abraham 
| Stretched forth his hand, and took the 
knife to slay his son (v.10). Spurgeon 
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tells of a clergyman who was once! 


waited upon by his church warden, after 
a long time of and 

offer prayer for rain. 
clergyman, “my good man, i will offer 
it, but it’s not a bit of use while 
wind is in the east.".—From S, on's 
Sermons. Sent by W. G. Irving, West- 
mount, Can. 

The Calf that Died.—Now I know 
that thou fearest God, seeing thow hast 
not withheld thy son, thine only son, 
from me (v.12). There is an old story 
of a man who had two calves, and 
promised that one should be the Lord’s. 
All went well for a time, and his gift 
promised to be a one. However 
one day he found one of the calves 
dead. At first he was distressed, but 
soon he announced to his wife, “Sarah, 
the Lord’s calf is dead.” Is it not often 
so? Yet Abraham withheld not his 
only son.—Sent by M. E. Richards, Cal- 
gary, Alta., Can. 

The Lion in the Fog.—And Abraham 
called the name of that place Jehovah- 
jireh (v. 14). “Once in my early days 
in Newcastle-on-Tyne I went out for a 
walk on an exceedingly misty day. 
Suddenly as I looked ahead I saw what 
looked in the fog a gigantic lion. I 
went on, and when I got up to this 
great massive lion in the fog, it turned 
out to be a church! The enemy that ! 
feared in the mist proved to be the ve 
sanctuary of God.”—From Dr. J. H. 
Jowett, in the Family Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. W. S. Newsome, Charlottetown, 
P. E. I. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. (1) 


4 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


ET thee into the land of Moriah: (v. 

2). Tradition has it that the emi- 
nence became afterwards the threshing- 
floor of Araunah the Jebusite (2 Sam. 
24:16), and finally the foundation rock 
of Solomon’s temple. (1) 

And Abraham rose early in the morn- 
ing (v. 3). According to Oriental cus- 
tom, when anything important has to be 
undertaken, a start should be made in 
the early morning. It is the time for 
facing whatever is difficult or unwel- 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week | 












BY FAITH 


BEFORE 


GOD 


Gal. 3:6» Rom, ¥:2,3 


The Christian like the 
acrobat needs poise. 
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ABRAHAM wos JUSTIFIED 
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BEFORE 


MEN 








.to kind in the evening. 
ell,” said the | “s 


knife (v. 6). 
the pon ot of 
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come. A proverb 


: t as «eee 
news in the morning t 


news of any 

He took in his hand the fire and the 
cov 

in an ware vessel. ore 


And bound Isaac his son (v.9). The 
chapter is part of the daily aga 


reading in the Jewish 
the Jewish prayet-book it is called “the 
passage of binding.” Tradition 
states that when he found that he was 
te be the sacrificial victim, Isaac, out of 
zeal for the glory of i 
“Father, bind me tight.” (2) 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr. 

t 4 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we know that in thine only Son Jesus Christ, 
we have seen thy love made manifest toward 
man. Thou didst not withhoid him from 
the cross, and in him we have life. Our 
Father, hast thou asked anything of us that 
we have counted too precious to yield to 
thee? Forgive our reluctance, . Forgive our 
doubt of thy loving kindness. May we not 
debate with thee the cost of what thou dost 
ask of us, but in glad surrender obey thee 
to the utmost of thy will. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. - 

After the Lesson. — “Anything but 
that!” So we answer again and again 
when God asks us for something we 
hold dear. Are we to give up a son or 
daughter? “Lord, take any gift from 
me but this!” Are we finding health 
slipping away? “But, Lord, what can 
be worth having if I lose my strength?” 
So we dread what we believe God is ask- 
ing of us by way of*giving up. Abra- 
ham’s quiet “Here am I”—how much 
better than, “But, Lord, I can never 
stand that.” And just when we think 
everything is all up, what surprises God 
has-in store for us! Here’s the point> 
whatever God asks you to do is always 
infinitely the bést thing you can ‘do. 


ENDERING OBEDIENCE 10 
ECEIVING BLESSING FROM 





man f GoD 











What is the sure plan upon which 
God works? Are your blessings short- 
ened? Then think whether you are say- 
ing from the heart to Jehovah as Abra- 
ham said, “Here am I.” Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
ye 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ Saviour, ’tis a full surrender.” 
“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy.” 
“My Jesus, as thou wilt.” 
“In the hour of trial.” 
“ More love to Thee, O Christ.” 
“ Down in the valley with my Saviour I 
would go.” 
“ My life, my love I give to Thee.” 
**Sun of my soul, Thou Saviour dear.” 
(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music,* including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 
Psalm 4: 1-8 (7: 1-3). 
Psalm 66 : 8-20 (141 : 1-3). 
Psalm 63 : 1-8 (134: 1-3). 
Psalm 27 : 7+14 (57 : 1-3). 
Psalm 78 : 1-8 (162: 1-3). 


[ Department Helps | 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God’s promises 
are sure. 


Before the Story—Let us name some 
of God’s good summer gifts, which are 
now stored away for winter’s use. The 
children may recall potatoes and other 
vegetables; wheat, corn, and other 
grains; apples, and other fruits. Coal 
and wood are God’s good gifts’ too. 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the 
Father.” 





























































































the rain; He causeth the 
“Mor the cattle. God’s gift of day and 
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LESSON FOR OCT. 20 (Gen. 22: 1-14) 


Many of God’s good gifts are for 
everybody in the world: He causeth his 
sun to rise; He causeth the wind to 
blow; He causeth to come down for you 
s to grow: 


night; God’s gift of the seasons is for 


ev y. In were wore people en- 
joy his good gifts eve y. This is: 
God’s sure rh ip “While the earth 


remain seedtime and harvest, and 
ee = = = — and winter, 
an an t not cease” 
(Gen. 8: 22). 

Review.—Name some of God’s good 
gifts to Abraham: sheep, cattle, camels, 
gold, silver, etc—so many that Abra- 

am was a very rich man. Yet there 
was one gift which Abraham and Sarah 
wanted more than anything else but it 
had not come to them. Sing the Cradle 
Roll Song: 

“ There are blessings from God all about us, 

We should thank Him for gifts large and 


small; 
But His gift of a dear little baby 
Needs the very best Thank You of all.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Company, Wa- 
pello, Iowa, 28 cents.) 


Lesson Story—Abraham and Sarah 
often talked about God’s promise that 
they should have a son, and that the 
land should belong to Abraham’s family. 
They were growing old and were lofe- | 
some for this boy. 

One night after he had returned from 
rescuing Lot, he stood thinking as he 
looked at the stars. God spoke to him 
saying : Look toward heaven and num- 
ber the stars if you can—so shall your 
family be (15:5). Sing: 

“Do you know how many stars 

There are shining in the sky? 

Do you know how many clouds 

Every day go floating by? 

God in heaven has counted all, 

He would miss one should it fall.” 
(Carols.) 


Abraham and Sarah kept waiting for 
God’s promise to come true. Once 
again God spoke to Abraham (17: 1-8), 
You shall be the father of many nations, 
and this land shall be theirs for ever. 

One hot day as Abraham rested at 
his tent door, three messengers came. 
Abraham gladly welcomed them and 
Sarah prepared a fine dinner (18:8). 
These messengers told Abraham that 
the time was near when God’s promise 
would come true. Sarah heard what 
they said from her own room in the 
tent, and she laughed for joy. God’s 
promise did come true. When the baby 
boy was born Abraham and Sarah were 
ie happy and named him Isaac. 

hen Isaac grew to be a big boy 
God wanted to prove that Abraham 
would be willing to give up his only son, 
as the heathen people sometimes did, by 
sacrificing their children to their idol 
gods. This was a great trial to Abra- 
ham, pest as it has happened since this 
dreadful war began, that many fathers 
and mothers have had to feel willing to 
give their sons—sometimes an only son— 
to go to war. Many of them will return 
safely to their homés when the war is 
over, but some have, given their lives. 
The very best young men have said they 
were willing to go and even die for the 
right. Four sons of ex-President 
Roosevelt have gone, and one, the 
youngest, has given his life as an avi- 
ator. 

When God tested Abraham he was 
willing and ready to obey, as he had 
done years before when God called him 
to leave his old home to move to a new 
country. But God did not require the life 
of Isaac for a sacrifice (22:12). Once 
again God’s promise was given: Your 
family shall be as the stars of heaven, or 
the sand on the seashore, and in them 
shall'all nations of the earth be blessed 
because thou hast obeyed my voice. 
Then Abraham with Isaac and the ser- 
vants returned home, where Isaac grew 
to be a good’ man and a great joy to 
Abraham and Sarah. 


Peorta, IL. 


Method books you need in Sunday- 
school work are listed in The Sunday 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs: S. H. Askew 


s 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Chapter III in The Life of Abraham, 
setting forth a mountain-climb with 
his son, Isaac. 
2. Some views, in the life’ of faith, 
from that summit. - 














School Times’ book catalog. 


ie LAST Sunday’s les was a quiet 
walk» through the level land of life’s 
everyday affairs, our lesson to-day is a 
climb to the very summit of one of the 
mountain-tops of Scripture. Are we 
ready for it? 

Throughout the Bible we find type- 
cases of God’s disciplining love,;—some- 
times in punishment, like Achan’s, 
Uzzah’s, Ananias, and Sapphira’s,—in- 
stances which teach us, as they did 
their own generation, how dreadful sin 
is in God’s sight. And so there are type- 
cases of his discipline in faith which 
teach us, as they did their own genera- 
tion, just how wonderful is God's love 
to those who fully trust him. Abra- 
ham’s call to sacrifice his son, his only 
son Isaac, whom he loved, was such a 
type-case. Only Abraham, in all Scrip- 
ture, was ever so tested; perhaps only 
he was ready to bear such a testimony 
fcr God; perhaps only one such’ test was 
needed for all time and all the world. 
How beautiful to be the one chosen to 
make an offering of love most like God's 
own; for Abraham (note his new name 
now) was called to give ~his own 
son to God, and God gave his own 
and only Son to men! 

Surely your own heart must beat in 
sympathy with this grand old father’s as 
he silently climbed that mountain with 
his sturdy young son climbing by his 
side. Note carefully young Isaac’s par- 
ticipation in all this;—“J and the lad,” 
“we will worship,”"—for it is through 
the boy’s part in these strange proceed- 
ings that we have the surest approach to 
our young girls. In my _ experience, 
every reading, every telling, of this chap- 
ter, with its heart-searching human in- 
terest, has brought the silent tears to 
young eyes; they must have s od, 
bright and unshed, in that boy’s own as 
he asked, “But, father, here is the 
lamb?” Human faith never came 
nearer comprehending God than in that 
old father’s quiet reply, “God will pro- 
vide himself the lamb for a burnt-offer- 
ing, my son.” 

2. And here we are, standing on our 
mountain-top, for not even the binding 
of that strong young body, nay, not even 
the lifting of the sacrificial knife, could 
have so pierced that father’s heart as did 
that ¢rustful question of his son’s. As 
we breathe in this rare, pure air of real 
faith, what do we see? 

Well, even as that story of the climb 
to this height always brings the tears, so 
this story of the complete provision of 
God’s love for his obedient child always 
brings sweet relief of heart, @ complete 
rest after our climb. Is it not always 
so? We cry aloud, or softly, under the 
severities of every climb to reach God’s 
call to us, but oh, the perfect blessed- 
ness of the complete rest in him- when 
obedience has gone all the way up at 
his command! We must not think our 
girls too young to feel all this. Isaac 
was' not. He, as much as his father, 
proved God to be in truth JSehovah- 
jireh, that day on Mt. Moriah. (Do 
not fail to see the margin of the Ameri- 
can Standard Version. on that wonder- 
ful Name.) Why should we not learn ‘in 
youth that God does “see for himself” 
and provide for every necessity in the 
path of obedience? Why go heart-hun- 
gry half our days for that satisfying 
truth? Fear not to give God your best, 
for in your extremity am angel’s voice 
and a ram caught in the thicket will 
surely guide and provide. 

But there is another view from this 
height, which we must not miss, for we 
have lived under its blessings al! our 
days. Here God taught Abraham that 
human (physical) life is not to be sacri- 
ficed in his worship. Note this clearly; 
given in service, spent to the uttermost 
from sheer love, yes; but taken by an- 
other as an act of worship, never. 


From what hideousness would the 
heathen world be delivered if they could 
know this truth! 

Before we go down, one more look at 
this best of all we have seen on this 
mountain of faith. Forever after this 
how intimately Abraham knew God to 
be in all his life! Do you want that 
sweet and sustaining consciousness? 
Then give God your best, at his call, 
even though it seems to be destroying 
his very plan for you, and see how “very 
present” he will he ever afterwards. 


Home Study 


Read and memorize as far as possible 
Romans 12. 


Atianta, Ga. 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: The greatest possible sac- 
rifice. 

Discussion: Why this was a specially 
hard test; what would you do in such 
a place? What the ram, taught. 

Main points: We can all be heroes 
through Christ; yielding to little 
temptations is contemptible; how we 
should rejoice in salvation. 














ous tat is the greatest sacrifice that 
- a man can be called on to make?” 
was teacher’s first question. Bumps 
thought it was to go to war and be 
killed. But teacher shook his head. 

“That is great,” he said, “but a loving 
father could go and die in his son’s place 
with less anguish than he suffers when 
his boy dies. The supreme sacrifice is 
on the part of those parents and wives 
who lay their dearest treasure on the 
altar of their country.” We didn’t know 
about that at first, but I got to thinking 
how my father would feel if I should 
get killed, and J guess it is so. I know 
it would just ahout kil my mother. 

Well, God called on Abraham for 
such a sacrifice, to test him, teacher 
said, and see if he was the right stuff to 
build’ a nation on. He was to take his 
son Isaac and offer him for a burnt 
sacrifice. 

“Oh, I don’t see how God could give 
such a cruel command,” exclaimed little 
Carl. 

“He didn’t mean him to do it,” ex- 
plained Bulldog Jones. “He just wanted 
to see if Abraham was ready to: obey 
orders, like a good soldier, without ask- 
ing why.” 

Teacher helped us with a list of things 
that made it extra hard for Abraham. 
Isaac was his only child, the son of his 
old age. His death would not do any- 
body any good, like making the world 
safe for democracy, you know. Then 
his father had to kill him with his own 
hands, and couldn’t even have a funeral. 
But worst of all there was God’s prom- 
ise that the land of Canaan. should be- 
long to Abraham’s descendants, and 
that through them the whole world 
should be blessed. How was God going 
to keep his word if Abraham killed his 
only child? It looked as if he would 
have to get out of it some way to keep 
from making God a liar. 

“What would you have done if you 
had been -in Abraham’s place?” was 
Fred’s question. Fred said he didn’t 
know; it was an awfully hard test. 

“I know,” declared teacher. “You 
would have done just as Abraham did. 
When you were sure it was God’s will 
you would have given your best, just 
as the fathers and mothers of America 
have given their sons to die for France 
and Belgium, and just as God gave his 
Son to die for mankind. Don’t forget, 
boys,” he went on, “that you are made 
of hero stuff, because you are made in 
the image of God, and you can meet any 
test through Christ who strengthens you. 
Remember that the next time you meet 
a temptation, and march right through 
to victory.” 

That made us all hold up our heads 
and pull back our shoulders, and I’ll bet 
every fellow there thought’how little and 
weak it is to whine and shirk, or to 
yield when some other fellow wants us 

( Continued on the next page) 
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The Little Jetts 
Teaching the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of 
“The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
( Continued from the preceding page) 


-. do Relay Teacher oae said a 
ing about ting in or ciga- 
rettes, or any of "hose things, but we 
thought of them and despised it all. 

Well, Abraham took Isaac up on the 
mountain, built an altar, fixed the kind- 
ling, tied Isaac’s hands and feet with a 
rope,.and laid him on the kindling. 
Then, just as he was about to stick a 
big bowie knife into the poor fellow 
God stopped him, told -him it was just 
a test, and that he kad passed with “E” 
in everything. Then showed him 
a ram to offer instead of Isaac. 

The Jews after that always knew that 
God did not want them to offer human 
sacrifices, and that ought to have helped 
them to see when Jesus was crucified 
that he was the Lamb of God sacrificed 
in their place on account of their sins. 
We understand that now, and we ought 
to be as happy over it as Isaac was 
when Abraham cut the ropes and set 
him free. 


Home Study for Next Week's Lesson 
Read Genesis 24 
Why was Abraham worried when 
Isaac began going with the girls? 


Where did Abraham want Isaac to 
find a wife? 


What qualities should one look for in 
choosing a wife? 


How was the right girl found for 
Isaac? 


How much should money have to do 
with choosing a wife? 


Should a young man pray about get- 
ting married? 


Terre Haute, Inp. 





[ Children at Home 








The Plains 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


TH Captain had just come back 
from the hot city to the Cabin set in 
a fringe of cool, green boughs. From 
beside the leaning pine that marked the 
deepest part of the Pool he dived 
straight and deep. Swimming under 
the cedar-water that turned his bare 
arms and legs all gold he stayed down 
so long that the pessimistic Henny- 
Penny feared the worst.: Then suddenly 
he was on the top of the Pool giving a 
wonderful exhibition of all the swim- 
ming strokes known to man. At least 
so he said. Then he went under again 
and swam down with the current clear 
to the white sand beach around the bend. 
There he floated and ate blueberries 
from the laden overhanging bushes. 
The Band could only envy him from the 
bank since each one had already equaled 
the Cabin’s allowance of three swims 
per day. Finally when he came out and 
was dry and dressed and cool he assem- 
bled the Band. To them he spoke with 
the stern brevity which characterizes all 
great leaders. é 36 

“To-morrow afternoon, two thirty- 
five, tank duty.” ; 

At exactly 2.34% P. M. the next day, 
shortly after the arrival of the afternoon 
train from the city, there sounded in the 
sandy road outside the woods in which 
the Cabin was buried, a puffing and a 
rumbling and a clanking which made the 
Band squeal like anything. When, how- 
ever, they charged at full speed into the 
road from out the winding path they 
found that the tank was only the sta- 
tion agent’s big motortruck all fitted up 
with seats and big enough to hold Band 
and baggage. In exactly eleven seconds, 
suntime, they were all at their stations 
prepared for, anything. The Captain 
said that if they would only be as 
prompt for breakfast-duty and bed-duty 
it would make his life far happier. Then 
as they went rumbling and rattling and 
lurching along he told them that they 
were bound for the Plains. This was a 
Stretch of thirty square miles of plateau 
set in the wildest and most inaccessible 
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part of the Barrens where nothing grew 
over two feet high. All the trees were 
dwarfed like the funny tiny ones in 
Japanese tea-gardens. _ : 

“What makes ‘em ‘so littly?” inquired 
Henny-Penny, the gardener. 

“That,” replied the Captain, “is a se- 
cret which I mustn’t tell.” 

“He won't tell because he doesn’t 
know,” called out Mother from the front 
seat. The Captain said if he heard any 
more such talk some one would be-coust- 
martialed, which made the Band laugh, 
for, of course, a Captain couldn’t court- 
martial a General. 

Before long the narrow road became 
even narrower, and ran through dense 
thickets and dark cedar-swamps, where 
the tank cut its way through overhang- 
ing boughs. In places the Band had to 
lie down flat on their tummies not to be 
slashed by the whipping branches through 
which they crashed. Once they came 
out into a long, grassy stretch where a 
mansion-house was mouldering away in 
the woods where great glass-works used 
to stand. Later they passed iron-works 
abandoned for half a hundred yea s. 
Where there used te be the hum and roar 
of furnaces how there was nothing but 
the singing of the wird through the low 
pine trees. The Captain told them that 
this was Mary Ann’s ge a where many 
of the cannon which the Continental 
Army used in the Revolution had been 
made out of bog-iron. The owner had 
named it after his favorite daughter. 

“I’m going to call it the Alice-Palace 
Forge,” announced the Corporal of the 
Band. “It’s a much prettier nanie.” 

Thereupon arose a discussion which 
lasted for at least five miles between the 
Corporal and the Sergeant, who felt 
strongly that the place should be chris- 
tened “Henny-Penny Forge.” 

At last after hours of traveling through 
a maze of intersecting, twisting, half- 
hidden roads~the tank began to climb 
toward a distant ridge of trees. 

“Every onesshut their eyes tight,” 
commanded. the Captain, “until I give 
the word to look.” 

Accordingly the whole Band, including 
the Captain and the Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral, sat silent with eyes screwed tight 
shut. Only the driver kept his open. 


Anyway he had been there before so that 


it did not matter. At last the Band felt 
the tank pass over the ridge and down 
on the vther side. 

“Open Sesame!” shouted the Captain 
quite like Ali Baba. There was a 
ch rus of Oh’s from every one. Before 
them stretched a vast rolling plain 
sparsely covered with what looked to be 
low bushes but which were really tiny 
trees. Everywhere were blueberries, 
and the Band did very little investigation 
until they had consumed a quart or so 
apiece of these. Then the Captain 
called them to see a strange plant. It 
looked like a clump of dead leaves and 
stalks out of which were growing scores 
and hundreds of tiny green stems with 
pinkish, purplish ends looking almost 
like pine needles. He told them that this 
was the celebrated Conrade’s crow-berry 
which had been discovered nearly a hun- 
dred years ago by a man named Conrade 
at Pemberton. Then it had been lost 
for fifty years only to be found again in 
the Plains. 

“Ts it good to eat,” demanded the un- 
botanical Alice-Palace. 

“No, but it’s very interesting,” ex- 
plained the Captain. 

“Not to me,” responded the Corporal 
returning to her blueberry patch. 

It was Trottie who made the discov- 
ery of the day. As he wandered through 
the knee-high forest he heard in front 
of him a shrill peeping like that of lit- 
tle chickens except for a curious little 
upward trill at the end of every peep. 
He called the Captain. Hunt as they 
would they could not catch a glimpse of 
the peepers, but the Captain said that he 
had heard the same in the barrens of the 
island of Martha’s Vineyard, and that he 
believed that they had come upon a 
brood of young heath-hens. The heath- 
hen is the Eastern form of the prairie 
chicken which two hundred years age 
used to be found all through the Eastern 
States. To-day it is supposed to be en- 
tirely extinct except in certain wild 








places on Martha’s Vineyard. The Cap- 
tain said that he would arrange to have 
the Band visit the Plains again in the 
spring. Then if there were any bende: 
hens living there they would 

strange booming sound which the cocks 


make from two yellow air-sacs set on} 


either side of their necks. 

As the light at the 
began to turn purple and the shadows of 
the little trees grew longer and longer 
the Band sat down to supper. Across 
the ridges and up and down the hollows 
swept a cool, salt breeze from the ocean 
miles away and someway the Band felt 
anery to leave the high still Plains and 
go down to every-day life again. 

The most exciting adventure of the 
day came last. In the end of the twi- 
light they were whirling through the 
woods when suddenly up from the brush 
not fifty yards away sprang two lithe, 
beautiful, red-brown deer. One was a 
buck with a magnificent pair of branch- 
ing antlers. He was in such a hurry to 

away that he tripped and fell to his 
ees, while his mate, a wide-eyed doe, 
poese and waited for him. Then they 
both started off again at full speed only 
to stop once more to look at the. strange 
puffing, rattling thing which had roused 
them from their thicket. For long hu- 
man-folk and wild-folk stared at each 
other through the trees and the Band’s 
last memory of that day was their wild, 
beautiful faces. 


Haverrorp, Pa. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





October 27. The Power of the Cross in Latin 
America. Luke 15 : 1-10. 

November 3. All for Christ. V. Our Time. 
Eccl, 12: 1-7. (Consecration meeting.) 
November 10. Are You Afraid? Luke 12: 

1-12, 
November 17. Reforms That Need Our . Aid. 
Amos 8: 4-10. 


Sunday, October 20 
What is Christian Citizenship? 
(Isa. 62: 1-7.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Obedience to law (Rom. 13: 1-8). 
Tues.—Obedience to God’s law (Isa. 10: 
1-4). 

Wed.—Hatred of mob rule (Acts 19: 
23-41). 

Thurs.—Sympathy for people (Matt. 23: 
37-39). 

Fri—Cleaning up wrongs (Mark 11; 
15-19). 

Sat.—A city of God (Isa. 2: 1-5). 











What is expected of good citizens? 

How can we help to put Christianity into 
city government? 

Why should Christians vote in keeping 
with Christian principles? 


HESE are days when many Chris- 

tians find the problem of citizenship 
difficult. But they are not more difficult 
than they were in Paul’s day. He was 
a Christian, and yet the government of 
which he was a citizen was a heathen 
government, and the society in which he 
lived was as yet uninfluenced by Chris- 
tian ideals and the Christian spirit. 
It was a harder world in which to be a 
Christian than our world now. And yet 
Paul tried himself, and enjoined upon 
others that they were to try, not to 
withdraw from that world, but to be- 
have in it as citizens in a manner worthy 
of the Gospel. What does such be- 
havior call for —- , 


It calls for loyal support of the 
President in his steadfast insistence upon 
the moral aims and unselfish purpose of 
America in the war. He did his best to 
avoid war. When it could no longer be 
averted, he stated the necessity and ob- 
jects of America’s entrance into the 


struggle in a way that made it possible } 


for _ the Christian conscience to say, 
“This course is necessary and righteous.” 
f we 


It. calls for clean hands and pure 
hearts in us. We can only hope to be 


e of the Plains} 





'IThe author, an English University man, 
| | brilliant journalist, and sometime member of| 
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TheChristWeForget 


A LIFE OF OUR LORD FOR MEN OF TO-DAY 
By P. WHITWELL WILSON 
One of the Editors of the London Daily News. 








Parliament, writes the story of Jesus of Naza- 

reth in a wonderfully arresting fashion. This 

is just the book to give to those of whom the 

eeyy is being asked, ‘‘ What think ye of 
hrist ?"’ 


Cleth, fully indexed, $1.50 net, postpaid 


For sale by The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, - - - Philadelphiaj 
Personal : acme 5 the money with your order 

saves both yourself and us time and expense. 











used of God for his great purposes as 
we put ourselves in penitence and faith 
into his hands. Food and ships and 
arms and men and bonds.are all neces- 
sary to the winning of the war. But no 
one of these alone nor all of them to- 
gether can win it. Only God will win 
it, and he will win it through those who 
in faith and obedience yiéld themselves 
to him. 2 


It calls for new ideals of a Christian 
order in America and the faith and sac- 
rifice that will bring in that order. -As 
a statement made by a little body of 
Christian men in Great Britain says: 

“The breakdown of civilization in 
Europe which has involved the nations 
in what is now a world-wide war, -has 
not only thrust upon us the duty of 
fighting on behalf of justice and free- 
dom, but has* also awakened many 
among us—and not the least, we believe, 


those who are in the army—to the need. 


of vast changes in our individual and 
national manner of life. We begin to 
see that when the war is over a greater 
task lies ahead, and fhat all victory in 
the present war will be but Dead Sea 
fruit unless we can win victories here at 
home over ourseives and our past ways 
of life, which will result in the recon- 
struction of our national life on a new 
foundation, the foundation of justice 
and love.” - 


“I find it hard to be a Christian,” 
writes Browning. That is the glory of 
Christianity. 5 

Mohammedans and Hindus are argu- 
ing to-day that their religions are su- 
perior to Christianity because its ideals 
are too exacting. 

_ “Be ye imperfect as your brother is 
imperfect,” is their word. 

“Be ye perfect as your Father-is per- 
fect,” is Christ’s word. 

New York Crry. 





ath 


ah abate ye Ste, 








—————— 































































* 

% 
> 
rt 

c 

ust 
> 
a 
“ 





a  — 

















LESSON FOR OCT. 20 (Gen. 22: 1-14) 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 
October 14 to 20 
Mon.—Gen. 21: 1-12. 





The promise may be long in being ful- 

rage ee Fao filled in the run, 
"s word can never fail. i 

had laughed before (18:12 

unbelief, now she laughs (v. ) with. the 

joy of realization. Let us learn to trust 

God where we cannot trace him. 


Praver Succestions: Pray for all 
young converts; many of them remain. 
feeble; some fall and not a few back- 
slide entirely; pray for their strengthen- 
ing and for their triumph over tempta- 
tion and besetting sin. 

Tues.—Gen,. 22: 1-14. 
Giving Isaac to God. 

Abraham had become accustomed to 
parting with cherished possessions and 
plans. He left his kindred, then he 
parted with Lot, and now Isaac is de- 
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manded and is en mor ela 

although in him Panetta ne 
filment = the promises. Faith sur- 
ea * things seeming and yields 


Prayer Succestions: Pray earnestly 
for men who are fighting our battles; 
for the soldiers at the Front and the 
S on the sea; also the men who go 
up in the air; for all Christian work 
among the troops at home and “over 
there.” Pray for the work of Mr. and 
Mrs. Norton among the Belgian soldiers. 
Wed.—Gen. 15 : 4-6; 22: 15-19. 

God Blessing Abraham. 

Abraham’s faith is to bear a rich 
harvest. In his seed all nations of the 
earth shall be blessed. Not Jews alone 
but Gentiles also, for in rist, who 
came of Abraham, all men shall be 
plessed. Obedience to the will of God 
always results in abiding good. 


PRAYER SuccEesTions: Have you your 
own special bit of service to do? Then 
make it the burden of intercession and 
prayer to-day. Pray’ to lay hold on 
God’s strength, for only as He works in 
you through his Spirit can work be effec- 
tive. 

Thurs.—Matt. 10 : 37-42. 
Giving God Our Best. 

We must nbdt bring to the Lord that 
which costs us nothing. Father, mother, 
son, and daughter, yea, even life itself, 
must all be second to Christ, and he 
must hold the pre-eminence in heart, 
home, and occupation. Such a yielding 
up to God shall in no wise lose its re- 
ward. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
heathen who are without the Word of 
God. Ask God to give you some country 
or tribe to pray for. Pray for God’s 
work in far distant places, for mission- 
ary work among the canmbals of the 
Solomon Islands, and give praise for all 
that has been accomplished there. 
Fri—1 Sam. 1: 9-18. 

Hannah Prays for a Son. 

Happy are they who are the children 
of many prayers. Samuel was truly 
“gotten from the Lord.” Hannah’s 
prayer was nothing short of a “pouring 
out of the soul” before the Lord. And 
praying which is passionate, persistent, 

persevering is sure to be prevailing. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
servants in the great hotels throughout 
the country; for the waiters, porters, 
bellboys, stenographers, telephone oper- 
ators, clerks, chambermaids, and _ the 
army of workers who minister to the 
comfort of travelers through the land. 
Pray for the Christian Commercial 
Travelers’ Association. 

Sat.—1 Sam. 1: 19-28. 
Hannah Giving Samuel to God. 

Hannah gave back to the Lord that 
which He had first given to her. So 
lending unto the Lord was the surest 
way of retaining her precious boy. 

We lose what on ourselves we spend; 

We have as treasure without end 

Whatever, Lord, to thee we lend, 

Who givest all. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Pales- 
tine, that land of hallowed memories and 
glorious destiny. The predicted restora- 
tton of the land to the Jews is now in 
progress; we do well to pray for land 
and people. Pray for the suffering Jews 
in. Europe and Asia; their fields, houses, 
personal belongings, and friends have 
been swept away. 


Sun.—Luke 14: 25-35. Taking Up Qur Cross. 


Note the recurring phrase, “cannot be 
my disciple,” verses 26, 27, and 33. 
Cross-bearing is a mark ‘of discipleship 
and we must not shirk it. 

Must Jesus bear the cross alone 
And all the world go free? 

No! there’s a cross for every one 
And there’s a cross for me. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
Sunday-schools and for every depart- 
ment of Sunday-school work; for the 
babies whose names are on the Cradle 
Roll, up to every member of our adult 
classes; for superintendents, teachers, 
secretaries, treasurers, pianists, and 
scholars. Pray for the salvation of the 
children. 


New Yorx Ciry. 








Winning Pupils to Christ 
in Sunday-School 


( Continued from page 545) 





Seldom Any Unsaved There 


NE consecrated woman teacher 

through years of experience .el- 
dom has an unsaved person in her class ; 
they all surrender to Christ through 
her personal efforts.—Charles M. Evans, | 'r° 
Fairmont, West Virvinia. 


Winning a Class of Older Girls 


CLASS of fifteen girls in the Junior 

Department was turned over to a 
young girl just out of high school. All 
except two have united with the church, 
and we expect these at the next come 
munion. The —— teacher was forced 
to give up the work on account of ill- 
health. We graduated the class from 
the Junior to the Senior Department a 
year ago. We succeeded then in secur- 
ing a consecrated Christian young 
woman to take her place, and the class 
has kept up both in numbers and in in- 
terest. Some of the girls have moved 
away from town, but the class now 
numbers twenty-four, with an attend- 
ance averaging about twenty. Some of 
the girls live in the country and cannot 
always be present. The girls are very 
willing to work in any way they can to 
help, and are active in the various or- 
‘ganizations of the church. 

They take a good deal of interest in 
the children of other lands- needing 
help, and have raised quite a little 
money,—practically all of it by direct 
giving,—for these needy children. The 
girls are all members of the church. 
Both of the teachers they have had are 
interested in missionary work, and the 
class has had a good deal of missionary 
teaching. —/. F. Damon, Superintendent 
Presbyterian Sunday-school, Winnebago, 
Minn. . 


Meeting Them One at a Time 


S PASTOR and teacher of the 

young men’s class, I invited each 
member of my class and others to meet 
me at the manse one ata time. On two 
occasions two came together and there 
was nothing done. The one-at-a-time 
was successful every time. A definite 
time was- fixed, was careful to be 
there on time, and the assurance was 
given that everything spoken was sacred 
between ourselves and God.—The Rev. 
F. Christian, Flaxton, N. D. 


Scofield Reference Bible 


Helps at all the hard places in the Bible on the 
pages where they occur. Dr. Scofield’s helps are 
equal to a Bible Study Course. 


New Edition. 2 Sizes. 


Delivered for $1 00. 
And easy payments of One Dollar per month 
,_ Send for Catalogue 
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Qin Either pint dewith any Siettersand 2 
a ae one of two colors enamel, Sliver plate 
Ly 20¢ ea., $2.00 doz. Sterling sliver, 358 ea. 
VE $38.60 doz. BASTIAN BROS. CO. ** La 


Ge 744 Bastian Bidg., «Rochester, M. Ye 


CH FURNITURE 


Pews, Pulpits, Chaise Altars, Book 
Racks, Tables, Desks—E VERY THING. 

be Onest furniture Sate, er SK from our 
honey to your church. Catalog free. 


| Detoulin Bros. & Co. Dept. GO. Greenville, tl, SS an 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co.,Ltd., 23 Park Piace. Northville,Mich. 


HADDON FALL 


ATLANTIC CITY 


ALWAYS OPEN—RIGHT ON THE 
BEACH AND THE BOARDWALK 


Y  ptenseery particularly to cul- 
tivated people who seek 
rest and recreation at the Sea 
Shore. From everywhere such 
guests have come regularly for 
40 years—it is so satisfying, free 
from ostentation, comfortable, 
sufficient. Every facility is of- 
fered young and old for enjoy- 
ment. 


A step and you are in the surf. 
Fascinating shops and a thousand 
amusements along the Boardwalk. 
a of fine golf and yacht 

clubs. Rooms comfortable and at- 
tractive—delightful music, interest- 
ing people. 
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Make reservations — write 














HOTEL MARTINIQUE 


BROADWAY, 32d & 33rd STS., NEW YORK. 
Direct Entrance to Broadway Subway 
and bes. 


One Block from Pennsylvania Station 
Equally Convenient for Amusements, Shopping op- Business. 


Rates $2.00 per Day and Up. 


155 Pleasant Rooms, with Private Bath, 


The Martinique Restaurants Are Well Known 
for Good Food and Reasonable Prices. 


Hudson Tu 


A SPECIALTY. 
$3.00 PER DAY 
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Act Quickly 

HIS offer will 

be withdrawn 
as soon as our pre- 
sent supply of flags 
is gone. - American 
flags of this kind 
have doubled in price 
and we will not be 
able to replenish our 
supply except at a 
big increase in cost 
to us. Our original 
order for thousands 
gave us the advan- 
tage of a big reduc- 
tion in price and we 
are giving you the 
benefit of it. At the 
rate the flags have 
started to go they 
cannot last long. 


: 
‘it to us now. 


wonderful value. 


the 


CCT) at Bat 


Flag 



















Mail the Coupon Now 


THERE is no risk in this for you at all. 
fill out the blank spaces in the coupon and mail 
The flag will be sent you immediately. 
|Look it over at your leisure. 
it if you are not convinced that you are getting 
Before five days have passed send 
us only $1 


to us to-day. 





You Ask At Once 


- 





ERE is a wonderful opportu- 
nity to secure a big, strongly- 
made American flag at way below 

the cost of manufacture. It withbe 

my sent free for the asking, and you 

‘ey can examine it: in your own home 

wy if you act promptly. 


Every good American should show his colors 
these days. Let ‘‘Old Glory’? mark your home 





a Mc Raw . ; =; as one which stands by our President, our army 


and our navy. Celebrate our victories by display- - 
ing this fine ‘symbol of our national unity. ow 
your flag on holidays, at home-coming celebra- 

tions, parades, reunions, and patriotic occasions. 

Displaying the American flag is the least that 
we, who must stay at home here, can do to endorse the men 
who are leading us to final triumph, and the principles. we are 
fighting for. Let this big flag tell the world how you stand at 
this great moment of our country’s history. 


Dont Send a Penny- 
See the Flag First 


O MAKE sure of your flag you must ask for it now. Our 

supply is limited, and when our present stock is gone it is 
certain we cannot obtain more at the old, low price at which we 
contracted for these. 

















Fill in the coupon printed below and mail it to us. The flag 
will be sent you at once, prepaid, for examination. If you decide 
to keep it send us only one dollar within five days of receipt of the 
flag and one dollar a month for two months, making $3 in all. 
This offer is addressed only to new readers of the Christian 
Herald. If your name is not on our subscription books we advise 
you to decide quickly to take advantage of the opportunity. 















Upon the payment of your first dollar your sub- 
scription to the Christian Herald is entered at once 
for the period of one year, 52 issues, and you will 
start receiving it next week. ‘The regular subscription 
price of the Christian Herald is $2.00 a year, so you 
will readily realize what a bargain this combination 
offer is. You not only get this big 4x6 foot Ameri- 
can flag with double-stitched stripes, but you enter that 
great circle of fine men and women who are known 
the world over as the “Christian Herald Family.” 


Simply 


You need not keep 


and your subscription to 


Christian Herald will be en- ee Oo Reis a A Ae a MY Re 
tered immediately. The flag be- i Chistian Herald, 1921 Bible House, New York, N. Y. 
comes your property, and the Gentlemen; Send me, all charges prepaid, for examination, the 


large American flag advertised. If I keep it I will send $1.00 within 
five days, and $1.00 per month thereafter for two months, a total of 
$3.00, which will pay for the flag as well as one full year’s subscription 
(52 issues) to the Christian Herald, which I am to start receiving at 
once. If I do not keep the flag I will send it back within five days at 
your expense. I incur no other obligation in mailing this coupon. 


other two payments of $1 each 
pay for your subscription to 
the Christian Herald for a 
year. Delay means disap- 
pointment. Start the coupon 
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